Procedure for assessment:

1. Students circulate the room to read the essays and put colored dots on them.  Red dots for the weak essays; green dots for the strong essays.

2. Day 2 – post strong essays in one area; weak essays in another.  Those that had an even number of red/green dots – set aside for teaching how to use rubrics.  Now have the students complete the T chart to list the characteristics of a good essay and the characteristics of a weak essay.

3. Now have a whole class discussion where you put their information on one large chart. 

4. Now give them a rubric showing what they need for full ISAT points in focus, support, and organization. 

5. Display a rubric that is partially completed.  Have they found all the necessary components for each of the features ISAT demands?  Add any they are missing – probably conventions.
6. Match student statements to state rubric.  This proves to students that they know what a good essay entails. 

7. Select strongest statements to create student rubrics. 

8. Now use the new rubric to score essays for one feature.  Show an essay and ask students to score it 1 thru 4 for jazzy opening.  Students stand under the number they have scored.  Students must now defend their reasoning – teacher has final word on what score would be.  This helps students to understand the differences in scoring numbers and will help them when scoring each other’s essays.  


A very wise math teacher attempted to explain to me that if the rubric points were put as 2-4-6-8 instead of 1-2-3-4, the grades will fall out more accurately.  I believe her completely – don’t understand it – but I believe it.  I would recommend you experiment with that and let me know how it works for you.  Thanks. 
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Strengths of this essay:

Areas Needing Improvement:

Sample 8th grade student-created expository rubric
	This essay has the following: 

	Focus
	
	
	
	

	
Jazzy opening that grabs the reader
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Strong closing that gives a sense of completion
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Stays on topic and does not have wandering 
sentences
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Support
	
	
	
	

	
Strong vocabulary (specific nouns & vivid verbs)
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Enough juicy details to support the general ideas
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization
	
	
	
	

	
Sentence variety (openings and length)
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Transitions that blend and do not annoy
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Conventions
	
	
	
	

	
Correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 
grammar
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Special Skill
	
	
	
	

	
(Student selects an area/skill that they are 
working on)
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Points for this essay
	


33-36 = A

29-32 = B

25-28 = C

21-24 = D

20 - 0 = F

Strengths of this essay:
Areas Needing Improvement:

Student Developed - Grade 8 Persuasive Rubric

	This essay has the following: 

	Focus

	
	
	
	

	
Opening grabs the reader & takes a stand
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Strong closing that gives a sense of completion
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Stays on topic and does not have wandering    
sentences
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Support
	
	
	
	

	
Strong vocabulary (specific nouns & vivid verbs)
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Enough juicy details to support the general ideas 
& make the reader think about the writer’s points
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization
	
	
	
	

	
Sentence variety (openings and length)
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Transitions that blend and do not annoy
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Conventions
	
	
	
	

	
Correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 
grammar
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Special Skill
	
	
	
	

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Points for this essay
	



33-36 = A

29-32 = B

25-28 = C

21-24 = D

20 - 0 = F

Strengths of this essay:

Areas that need improvement:
Student Developed - Grade 8 Narrative Rubric

	This narrative has the following: 

	Focus

	
	
	
	

	
Opening sets up the story & has feelings
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Closing answers questions & has feelings
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Stays on topic and does not have wandering    
sentences
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Support
	
	
	
	

	
Strong vocabulary (specific nouns & vivid verbs)
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Details paint a picture and show how everyone is 
reacting and feeling
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization
	
	
	
	

	
Sentence variety (openings and length)
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Transitions that blend and do not annoy
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Conventions
	
	
	
	

	
Correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 
grammar
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Special Skill
	
	
	
	

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Points for this essay
	



33-36 = A

29-32 = B

25-28 = C

21-24 = D

20 - 0 = F

Strengths of this essay:

Areas that need improvement:
Student Developed – Grade 3 Expository Rubric
	This essay has the following: 

	Focus
	
	
	
	

	
Opening has pizzazz
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Is it over?  Ending is not clear
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Does not have wandering sentences 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Support
	
	
	
	

	
Specific nouns & vivid verbs
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Enough juicy details to paint a picture in my head
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization
	
	
	
	

	
Sentence variety (openings and length)
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Transitions from the list – not always the same ones
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Conventions
	
	
	
	

	
Correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Special Skill
	
	
	
	

	

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Total Points for this essay
	



33-36 = A

29-32 = B

25-28 = C

21-24 = D

20 - 0 = F

Strengths of this essay:

Areas Needing Improvement:

Student Developed – Grade 3 Persuasive Rubric 
	This essay has the following: 

	Focus
	
	
	
	

	
Opening tells me how the reader feels about the topic
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Last paragraph wraps up and stays on topic
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Does not have wandering sentences 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Support
	
	
	
	

	
Specific nouns & vivid verbs
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Enough juicy details to paint a picture in my head & 
make the reader maybe agree with the writer
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization
	
	
	
	

	
Sentence variety (openings and length)
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Good transitions from the list – not always the same
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Conventions
	
	
	
	

	
Correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Special Skill
	
	
	
	

	

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Total Points for this essay
	



33-36 = A

29-32 = B

25-28 = C

21-24 = D

20 - 0 = F

Strengths of this essay:

Areas Needing Improvement:

Student Developed – Grade 3 Narrative Rubric 
	This narrative has the following: 

	Focus
	
	
	
	

	
Opening tells who – when – where and makes me 
hungry for more
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Ending makes me say AAAAAAHHHHHH!
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Does not have wandering sentences 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Tells me how the writer feels
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Support
	
	
	
	

	
Specific nouns & vivid verbs
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Details paint a picture and show feelings of the writer 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization
	
	
	
	

	
Sentence variety (openings and length)
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
Lots of transitions that move through time 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Conventions
	
	
	
	

	
Correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar
	4
	3
	2
	1

	

	
	
	
	

	Total Points for this essay
	



33-36 = A

29-32 = B

25-28 = C

21-24 = D

20 - 0 = F

Strengths of this essay:

Areas Needing Improvement:

Sample 8th grade essays
EAGLES


As I stood along the banks of the Mississippi and watched the eagles dancing on the clouds, I whispered a silent prayer of thanks.  Thanks that this proud bird served as the symbol of all I value, all I treasure.  I realized then that my future and the future of these eagles are tied together.  Strange as it may seem, the things about eagles that I stopped to admire at that very moment are the same things that makes this treasure so vulnerable and easy to hurt.  Incredible size, flying and hunting skills, and incredible beauty – these admirable qualities have put the eagle at risk. 


We admire the size of some eagles, but that size can also be a real problem.  To begin, because of their large size, eagles need large areas for hunting.  When people destroy forests or take land to build on, the eagles suffer because they lose some of their hunting ground.  They cannot swoop down on prey in crowded cities or sprawling suburbs. The eagles need large areas not only for hunting but also for building homes.  Eagles need to live near mature forests with a variety of dead coniferous trees. Only mature forests have trees strong enough to support their nests. Eagles' nests stretch two to three meters in diameter and can weigh up to one ton.  In other words, when we destroy forests, we destroy eagles nesting spots too.  


We admire the way eagles fly and hunt, but humans have created huge problems for the majestic bird.  First, use of pesticides on crops hurts the eagle. Pesticides on crops cause the thinning of eagle egg shells, which often break during incubation.  When those eggs do not hatch, new eagles are not born to carry on the species.  In addition, poisons used to kill insects on crops also poison the eagles’ food source as the poison travels up the food chain.  Factories that pump pollutants into the air have contaminated waterways and food sources.  Eagles have no way of knowing the waterways and foods are contaminated so they unknowingly ingest these poisons and die.            


It is sad to say that even the beauty of eagles creates danger for them.  Sometimes thoughtless people who want to see these beautiful creatures disturb them while they nest.  They foolishly enter the forests and even climb nearby trees to get a closer look at the eagles.  These intrusions cause the eagles to flee their nests and leave their eggs to grow cold.  These eggs then will not hatch.  Since eagles only lay one to three eggs each spring every one must be protected from nosy humans intruding.  


Scientists are working hard to show us what eagles need to survive.  We must work to prevent poisoning or destruction of hunting grounds.  In addition, we must strive to leave enough wild places for eagles to build nests and hatch eggs undisturbed.  Please protect our national emblem.  

Great Apes
The great apes of Africa and Southeast Asia are facing threats to their existence from man.  The rare pygmy chimpanzee has almost no protected habitat, and the mountain gorilla is in danger of extinction.   Three man made problems are bringing about this extinction.

First, the forests of Africa are dwindling.  Because of a rapidly increasing population people clear forest lands for farming.  For example, local farmers use the slash and burn method of clearing the forest which destroys everything on the land.  They grow crops for a few years until the crops have depleted all nutrients from the soil; then the farmers slash and burn a new area for crops.  The second problem, logging, also destroys the gorilla’s habitat.  Some conscientious logging companies take only the trees they need and allow the forest to return to its natural state.  Nevertheless, gorillas will not return to a logged forest for six years because they need a bushy undergrowth.  

The chimpanzee trade is the second problem causing wide-spread extinction.  Chimpanzees have a genetic make-up quite similar to a human’s make-up.  For this reason, chimpanzees are captured and taken to medical labs for scientific research.  At least the research provides us with medical value, but another reason for chimpanzee trading has no value.  Chimpanzees provide entertainment for human beings.  Female chimps are killed, and their young captured so that tourists can have pictures taken with the babies.  Tourists should be told that this cuddly baby will also be killed in a few months as younger chimps replace them. 

Poaching, the final and most vicious practice by humans, destroys huge numbers of gorillas each year.  Poachers trap or shoot gorillas then chop off their hands to make ashtrays; the heads become trophies for tourists.  Other poachers set traps for other animals, but kill the gorillas and chimpanzees who stumble into the traps accidentally. 

Many of us may think that we cannot do anything to stop this cruel and senseless destruction, but we can.  First, support wildlife organizations through a donation of money.  You can also participate in fund raising activities.  Finally, read the labels on health and beauty products to make sure the product has not been tested on animals.  By refusing to buy such products, you can do a great deal to stop the cruelty to these precious animals. 

 Meet a Funny Tropical SeaBird

Many people laugh when they hear the name of a famous bird from the Galapagos Island – blue-footed booby.  The alliterative name rolls from the tongue and tickles the funny bone.  Booby comes from the Spanish word bobo, which means stupid fellow, but I learned that this bird has many admirable qualities. 


To begin with the booby spends much of its time hunting for food.  Diving from a height of 80 feet, the bird hits the water with barely a splash.  By pulling its wings close to its body, it prevents splashing. When it resurfaces several yards away, it has its catch dangling from its mouth.   Even more amazing, the booby has been known to catch flying fish midair.  As the unsuspecting fish leap from the water, the booby zooms past with amazing speed to snatch the fish.  Even though this bird likes to eat alone, it will give a single whistle to alert other birds of a good fishing spot.  The female birds hunt far offshore in the deepest waters, while the male birds stay close to the shore in extremely shallow waters. 


While we may laugh at the blue feet of this bird, those feet serve an important role in the incubation of eggs.  The booby incubates two or three eggs at a time beneath its broad webbed feet.  The feet have an increased blood supply which keeps eggs at a constant temperature of 103 degrees Fahrenheit.  In the same way, as the chicks hatch, the mother and father bird support the chicks on top of those broad blue feet. This balancing act serves an important purpose.  Until chicks reach a month old, they can not control their body temperature so they must stay on the parents feet to keep warm.  As you can see, those silly looking feet serve a very important purpose. 


If you ever travel to Baltra Island in the Galapagos, be on the lookout for this spectacular animal.  You may laugh at tis cigar-shaped body waddling atop large blue feet, but you will stand in awe of its spectacular abilities.

Montana

I have loved Montana for two reasons ever since I visited it. 

First, the colors on the plains and mountains take my breath away.  I love to see the green grassy plains swaying in the wind as if the wind is playing a song.  I especially like to watch the mountains turn colors when the sun shines down on them.

Secondly, the animals have their freedom in Montana.  I know this because I saw the buffalo slowly walking on the roads.  When I tried to touch a prairie dog I could only come close enough to it to let my fingers barely graze its fur. 

After I visited Montana, I loved it and wanted to go there again. 

Vincent Van Gogh


Vincent Van Gogh, a Dutch born preacher turned artist, developed a genius for using color like many of the Impressionist painters.  He used color to show a person’s strong qualities.  He also used color to give a peaceful quality to his pictures. 


Van Gogh’s Bedroom At Aries relies on colors to give the room a sense of space, peace, and quiet.  Pale blue on the wall, the jacket hanging on pegs, and the blue basin, pitcher, and glass make the warm read blanket look inviting.  The cool greens on the floor and the window also contrast the warm red.

Color can show strength of character in many of Van Gogh’s paintings.  In his portrait of Madame Roulin Rocking The Cradle, Van Gogh used garish tones and flat colors to show the strength of this simple postman’s wife.  The rich decorative background helps to emphasize the strength of character that Van Gogh admired in her. 


Van Gogh’s genius for using color opened  a new world for later artists to explore. 

Defense


Many members of the animal kingdom have developed effective ways of escaping from their enemies.


Some survive simply because they have incredible speed.  For example, deer and antelopes have been clocked on car speedometers at speeds of up to forty miles an hour.  Their slender long legs and powerful muscles work with great efficiency. 


Since many predators are also fleet of foot, speed alone will not always insure survival. Some animals need good noses and ears.  For example, even the slightest breeze will carry the hunter’s scent to the deer and send it dashing away.  The tiny sound of a crackling twig or a whoosh of wings can start the guinea pig off on a dash that may save its life. 


Great speed and keen senses can help to keep many of our furry friends alive. 

Egypt


We are all familiar with the great temples built during the reign of Egyptian rulers, but the Egyptians excelled in other areas as well.  


First, Egyptians developed a lunar calendar based on both the moon and a star.  They noticed that Sirius, the brightest star in the sky appeared each year just at the time of the flooding.  Unlike the Babylonian calendar, the Egyptian calendar corresponded almost exactly with the seasons. 


In addition to improved calendars, Egyptians showed keen interest in medicine. In early 1500 B C an unknown Egyptian doctor wrote a handbook for army surgeons.  He described 48 injuries and illnesses, their symptoms, and treatments. 


How could anyone read about the Egyptians and not admire their dedication to research and knowledge? 

Sports


I live for sports. Never content to be an armchair quarterback, I thrive in the middle of the action.  Some of my favorite sports involve physical contact and the willingness to take a few bumps and bruises.  Other sports that I enjoy require mental sharpness and physical coordination.  


After spending a long day sitting in a school desk, I look forward to playing tough physical sports every day after school.  Two sports especially let me burn off a lot of steam in the afternoons.  Hockey involves checking, balance, coordination, and a good passing and shooting arm.  Players fly around the rink crashing into walls and each other.  Another sport, football, involves blocking and passing.  Tackling is probably the roughest part of football.  It requires a great deal of strength and coordination to bring down a 200 pound player racing for a field goal.  


On days that I can’t play hockey or football, I enjoy sports that challenge me mentally as well as requiring physical coordination.  I’ll play tennis on any surface.  Whether I’m playing on cement, clay, or hard grass, tennis requires coordination, arm strength, and speed.  But tennis also forces me to make snap decisions.  “Should I move close to the net?”  “Should I move back to the baseline?”   Those decisions determine whether I will successfully receive and return my opponent’s hit.  My other favorite sport, golf, also requires a sharp mind to make big decisions under pressure.  A player who picks the wrong club for a shot might end up on the losing end of the game. The wrong club can mean dropping a ball into a water or sand trap, or it might mean slicing a ball into the rough.  Putting requires a golfer to visualize the ball’s path and then focus on dropping the putt.  It’s a skill that the pros make look easy, but it requires great concentration and focus. 


If I had a choice, I would skip school and spend all day playing sports.  But since I don’t have any choice, I am glad that I can at least play my favorite sports after school.

Octopus


Looking at the strange bulbous body of the octopus, many people might think of it as a helpless blob of jelly.  However, the bag-shaped body, called a mantle, houses a remarkable array of defense mechanisms that the octopus uses for hunting and for defense. 


At night the octopus emerges from its rocky lair to seek its favorite foods: crabs, crayfish, and mollusks.  Watching an octopus hunt, we can quickly see its stealth.  For instance, it can change its color to blend in with its surroundings.  When prey swim by the camouflaged octopus seizes prey with its long powerful arms. Suction cups on those arms hold the slippery prey while the octopus secretes a nerve poison to stun its victim.  For another example of stealth, watch an octopus squirt a black cloud of ink into the water. Why do they do this?  The octopus hides behind this dark cloud, then creeps up on its victim and grabs it from behind. 


In addition to using stealth to hunt, the octopus uses stealth to defend itself.  It can change its body color and texture enough to blend in perfectly with its surroundings. Its skin can form stripes and patterns like its surroundings; eels, dolphins, and shark swim right past the now invisible octopus.  In the same way, the octopus sometimes uses its ink sac to release a disorienting cloud.  This cloud of ink hampers the sight and smell of the prey.  Then the octopus makes a speedy get away to safety.  


Don’t let this seemingly weak blob of jelly fool you.  The well-armed octopus is a powerful and sneaky fighting machine. 

Endangered Animals


I love two endangered animals.  One swims in the depths of the ocean and the other reaches the peak of the sky.  I love the Orca whale.  I also love the Bald Eagle. 


I love the enormous Orca for many reasons.  First, I love watching the Orcas jump to huge heights.  It enchants me to see how this whale can soar in the air for a period of time like a cloud hovering through the sky.  I wonder what it feels like to weigh 2 tons and have everyone stare at you as you leap from the depths of the ocean.  When I look at the whale’s huge size, it thrills me to wonder how it can leap from the water like that. 


Secondly, I enjoy the Bald Eagle.  I enjoy looking at the huge wingspan that makes me wonder sometimes what it would feel like to fly like a bird.  Sometimes they swoop down very fast and catch their prey right there.  I have to say it must take a pretty good bird to become a state symbol.  I think the majesty and the pride of the eagle represent America quite accurately.  The eagle, a huge bird, does everything in a huge way.  I wonder how the bald eagle can make such huge eggs.  I would never eat an egg that big. 



The endangered animal list grows every day and more of the animals will stay on it if we don’t do something to save our earth.  The Orca whale has a special way of thrilling people and if we do not try to save it, our children will not b able to see its beauty.  Many people love to see the Bald Eagle soar above all the other birds.  Our children will not be able to share that either if we don’t do something to save our national symbol.

Missouri


Everyone is familiar with the gleaming St. Louis Arch towering along the banks of the Mississippi River.  Missouri also offers other little-known but interesting attractions.  Small towns and a wonderful history make Missouri a great vacation state.


Anyone interested in minerals will find Rolla and St. James fascinating towns to visit.   At the University of Rolla, visitors will find the Mineral Museum that houses an excellent exhibit of minerals.  Near St. James a natural tunnel nearly 150 feet long and 30 feet wide cuts through a rock bluff.  A spring through the middle of this mineral tunnel sends water gushing from both entrances. 


For the traveler interested in history, Missouri has many charms.  Anderson House in Lexington, famous for its role in the Civil War, has been complexly restored. St. Joseph, wealthiest American city in the 1890’s boasts the Pony Express Stables, the Jesse James House, and a museum which houses numerous mementoes of the pioneers who journeyed to the west. 


Visit Missouri, the Gateway to the West, but please don’t leave after you see the Arch.  Come see the rest of the Show Me State.

Van Gogh


Vincent Van Gogh, born in Holland in 1853, showed a great genius for using color in his artwork.  He also had the wonderful ability to create paintings that told stories.  


The Harvest, an excellent example of Van Gogh’s story-telling method of painting, uses textures, forms, and colors the way a writer uses words.  In this painting Van Gogh arranges fields of wheat, slim fences, a haystack, carts, and working farmers for us to read like sentences.  In the center of the picture the trotting horse leads our eye to the farmer pitching hay into a tall barn.  Strokes of red punctuate the picture and lead us to the French village in the background.  A clear expanse of blue sky concludes this calm pastoral story. 


Van Gogh’s famous painting Starry Night explodes our imaginations through brilliant use of colors.  What does a close look at this picture reveal to us?  While the village sleeps,the silvery blue church steeple seems to stand guard.  Overhead the night sky vibrates, swirls and boils like a stormy sea. Slashes of white blanket the blue sky while a golden moon hovers above. Tiny splashes of red in the center of swirling yellow stars give the sky a demonic look. Does this painting convey a message of safety or one of impending danger?  Van Gogh’s use of color demands that we let our minds search for an answer and debate the question eternally.


Van Gogh’s daring use of vibrant colors paved the way for future artists such as Gauguin and Toulouse-Lautrec.  Although he died a t the tender age of 37, his influence continues for all time.  He has inspired others and  he has left many stories behind through his paintings. 

Enrico Fermi


The world Wars drastically change the course of Enrico Fermi’s life. 


Because of the wars Fermi’s family found themselves on the move.  First, Fermi decided to flee Italy.  Then he went to Sweden.  Finally he came to America. 


Even in America, the Fermi’s had to keep moving.  In 1942 Fermi worked in Chicago.  then he moved to New Mexico.  Finally, he moved back to Chicago to teach. 


Like many people, Enrico Fermi’s life was affected by the World Wars.

The Tepee


Because they needed homes that could be moved quickly, the Plains Indians, hunters of the might buffalo, lived in teepees.  The tepee was simple to construct. When the time came to move to new hunting grounds, the women of the tribe moved the huge tepees. 


The simple construction of the tepee made it an easy home to move.  Although the tepees were huge, they required only three materials:  long poles, bison skins, and leather straps.   Indians made tepees, conical skin tents, by tying several poles together and covering them carefully with bison skins.  Twenty or more skins might be used to make these weatherproof homes for the buffalo hunters.  


The job of moving these huge tepees went to the women of the Plains Indian tribes.  After taking the tepees apart, the women would hitch two of the tepee poles to dogs.  Then they tied a bison skin to the two poles to make a travois.  Women then loaded this travois with the tribe’s belongings.  The dogs would pull all of this to a new location where the bison were plentiful at the new location.  The women would build the tepees again. 


Since they followed herds of buffalo, the Plains Indians moved often.  The men spent their time hunting.  The women maintained the campsites.  They built and rebuilt the simple tepees that gave them shelter.  

Pierre – Auguste Renoir


While still a young man, Renoir, helped to found the Impressionist movement in art.  Many people rejected this movement at first because the artists chose easy subjects such as children, bouquets of flowers, and everyday life.  But Renoir’s use of light and color soon won the critiques over.  


In Lady Sewing we see Renoir’s use of light to make a simple subject beautiful.  He floods the interior scene with outdoor light.  Sunlight from a window in the upper right bathes the bouquet of flowers, the sturdy vase, and the sewing woman.  The calm, peaceful woman provides a strong contrast to the vase of flowers vibrating with color. Using the light from the window the way a photographer uses a flashbulb, Renoir catches an impression of what life was like for this one moment. 


Another painting, Two Little Circus Girls, shows Renoir’s creative use of color.  A transparent light softens the portrait.  The pale yellow background contrasts sharply with the dark oranges clutched by the one little girl.  Her cascading hair, glowing with radiance, also stands out against the pale yellows.  Renoir uses contrasting colors to focus all attention on the two little girls. 


Pierre-Auguste Renoir gave the world many tender paintings of children and life in Paris.  Vibrant colors and sunlit views have made him one of the most loved and respected artists of the twentieth century. 

Mythological Monsters


As the day comes to an end, I love to curl up with a good book.  Do I grab a mystery, a biography, or a romance novel?  Never!  I want to lose myself in a book of Greek myths with their larger than life heroes who slay vicious and evil monsters.  By combining animal parts with human parts, the Greeks created strange creatures.  I love these strange beasts, but I also find myself in awe of the creatures who scared people simply because of their huge size. 


Many of these strange creatures combined animal and human body parts.  For example, a mass of writhing snakes replaced the hair of Medusa, one of the Gorgon sisters. Anyone foolish enough to look at her turned into a pillar of stone for all eternity.  Another part animal, part human creature lived on the island of Crete.  The Minotaur, half bull and half man, hunted for humans to eat while it roamed the narrow passageways of a huge labyrinth. Theseus, with the help of the maiden Ariadne, killed the Minotaur and escaped from the island of Crete.  The Sphinx was another creature made up of parts from a human and several animals.   Having a woman’s head, a lion’s body, and huge wings, the Sphinx tricked people with riddles. When Oedipus solved her riddle the Sphinx ended her own life in a fit of rage.    


Other monsters in Greek mythology frightened the world simply because they were enormous.  First, the Cyclops frightened Odysseus and his crew.  This monster towered over humans while he watched them with his one huge eye. He couldn’t wait for a dinner of human flesh, but Odysseus blinded him by jabbing a burning pole into his only eye.  Another monster, Talos, was even taller than the Cyclops.  This huge robot-like giant was covered with bronze for protection.  Any weapon known to man could not kill him. 


Authors and filmmakers today continue to create some wonderful monsters to scare us.  But I think that even the Terminator would tremble at the sight of the monsters found in Greek and Roman mythology. 

A Puppy for Tom


Big brown eyes, a waggly tail, a little mop of fur scooting through the house – everybody loves a puppy.  Mom, Dad, I sure do wish you would let me have a puppy.   You know that I am responsible and could take good care of a puppy.  Not only would I take good care of a puppy but it could help to take care of me and make me more healthy.  Instead of watching TV, I could play with my puppy. 


What more does a kid have to do to prove responsibility? When I get home from school, I always do all of my chores. I carry out the trash, empty the dishwasher, and vacuum the rugs.  I could just add feeding and cleaning up after the puppy to my chore list.  You never have to remind me to do my chores. I think the good grades that I earn in school also prove that I am responsible.  I always have my homework done on time and pay attention in school, so my report card looks like a showcase of A’s and B’s.  My responsible attitude would insure the puppy would always get first rate care.  Neither of you would ever have to feed it or clean up after it. 


Have you noticed that sometimes when I finish my chores, I turn into a bit of a couch potato?  If I had a puppy to play with I would hardly ever watch TV. Just think of the healthy exercise I would enjoy every day. My puppy, which I would name Scout, could run around in the back yard with me.  Not only would I exercise my body, I could also exercise my imagination.  You see, if I had a puppy, I could pretend to be a hunter in the forest looking for bear.  Scout and I could sneak up on those bear and shoot them dead.  


Since I am a responsible honor roll kid, I think I deserve a chance to have a puppy.  The two of you would have many enjoyable hours watching your favorite son and Scout playing in the backyard.  Yes, a puppy would be the perfect present for me. 

My Pet


I would like to have a cat.  Since I am responsible, I think I deserve a cat.  Also cats are cute and can provide a lot of entertainment.


I am responsible.  It takes someone responsible to take care of a cat.  Cats need to have food and water every day or they die. I would never let a cat die. Someone has to clean out their litter boxes too.  I guess I could do that.


Cats like to play with stuff.  Cats like to chase stuff in the yard.  Cats like to do lots of cool stuff that you could laugh at. 


Since I am willing to take care of the cat and since they are pretty much fun to watch, would you consider getting one for me?  Thanks.

Six Flags


I wish my parents would take me to Six Flags this summer.  First, it would be a fun day for everyone in the family.  Second, I have worked hard in school and Six Flags would be a special reward. 


First, going to Six Flags would be a fun day for everyone in our family.  First, they have many shows that my parents would enjoy.  For my first example, they have porpoises that do trick dives into a pool of water.   Second, they have rides for my sisters, brothers, and me.  For example, they have a ride called Tidal Wave that gets us soaking wet. 


Second, I have worked hard in school and Six Flags would be a special reward.  First, I had very good grades all long.  For example, I did not have any grades lower than a B on my report card.  Second, we had to take lots of yucky tests in school.  For example, we had to take a test where we wrote long essays. 


I have worked hard all year in school.  Six Flags has fun things for the whole family.  I think my parents should take me on a trip to Six Flags. 

A Day at Grant’s Farm


Tommy, I have always ranked you as my favorite brother, so I have done a lot of favors for you this past year.  How would you like a chance to repay your favorite little sister for all those favors and take me to Grant’s Farm for one day?  I promise you, your day will be filled with laughter, thrills, and special treats. 


I have carefully studied the brochure from Grant’s Farm and I know that they have some exciting things to do.  We could go on a train ride through the wild life park.  Enormous bison walk right up to the train.  During the ride, we could also see llama and goats.  Now that isn’t something we see every day in this boring little town we live in.  After the train ride, we could go to the outdoor theater for some more excitement.  Grant’s Farm sponsors a wild bird show for the visitors.  Trainers release hawks, vultures, and owls and these wild birds will swoop just inches over our heads as they fly to their perches.  


When the excitement gets to be too much, we could walk through the gardens for something more relaxing.  They have tropical parrots that put on hilarious shows.  The parrots ride little bikes across a tightwire.   The birds also play hide and seek games with the trainers.  The wild bird show is a laugh a minute.  From there we could walk to the stables and see the Clydesdales.  Visitors can actually walk right through the stables and see these enormous animals eating hay and drinking water.  We can see their bridles and reins and all of their trophies. 


If I were 19 and had a little sister who helped me out whenever I asked, I would certainly want to do something to repay her.  So, Tommy, all you have to do is say the word and I’ll make the call to reserve our spot at Grant’s Farm. 

Take Care of the Dogs


Screech! I spun around to see the truck skidding to a stop as a German Shepherd darted through the traffic.  Once again a stray dog almost caused a serious accident in our town.  I think that our town should pass a leash and pen law for all dogs.  If we pass a law that keeps dogs on leashes or confined to pens, the animals and people in town would be safer.  A leash and pen law would also help keep our town cleaner. 


People, dogs, and other pets need the protection of a leash and pen law.  To begin with, last week as my parents were driving into town on Route 157, a cocker spaniel ran in front of their car.  If this dog had been kept in a pen, it would not have been free to run onto the highway and nearly cause an accident.  I often see dogs running in small packs around town, a dangerous situation.   When dogs run in packs, they are more likely to attack small children, people walking or other small animals.  Because of these packs, our loved ones and pets face danger every day.  Even when people take their dogs for walks, the dog should be kept on a leash.  The leash will prevent the dog from running into traffic and getting hit or from jumping up on other people taking walks. 


Besides providing safety for our community, a pen and leash law would keep our community cleaner.  I have four neighbors who have dogs that are not kept in pens.  Every day, these dogs come to our backyard to relieve themselves.  In other words, every day I have several very large doggy messes that need to be cleaned up from my yard. Yuck! Also, when dogs are left free to run in town in packs, they can leave unsightly messes everywhere.  I have seen dog waste at our city park, in front of our bank, and on the school playground.  This is not only unsightly, but also unhealthy.  When dogs are left free to run, they make other messes too; they begin to dig holes and tear things up with their teeth.  My neighbors lost 4 beautiful rose bushes when a pack of dogs dug them up.  He  had been raising those roses for 6 years, and now they are gone. 


To keep our community safe and clean, we need to consider a law that will keep dogs on leashes and in pens. Not only would we be doing the people of our city a big favor, we would be doing the dogs a big favor by keeping them safe. 

Dogs


I don’t see why we should have that law. It’s stupid.
The dogs like to run free.  That’s what dogs do; they run.  If we pass the law then we are going against the nature of dogs. 

They need to run for exercise and to keep healthy.  Leashes aren’t good for dogs.  They hurt dogs’ necks.  They can even get caught on stuff and trap the dogs.  We don’t need any laws for dogs.  They can’t vote.

5th grade persuasive


If you would ask children if they think there should be school on Saturdays, without hesitation they would say, “No way!”  What child would want to go to school on Saturday?  What teacher would want to go to school on Saturday?  


If anyone is thinking about having school on a Saturday, they better think again.  When would children have their friends over to the house?  Sometimes the parents might not have to work on Saturday, but the kids would have school.  Now no one can sleep late or have quality time.  Parents and children need time to bond.  I’ve heard that the biggest influence on kids these days is the parents.  Well, it’s not going to be that way for long if the children aren’t even seeing their parents.  I think that before you make a decision you should think about what I am telling you. 


What about out of class projects and reports?  They couldn’t be out of class projects if the children are always in class.  I see another problem with Saturday school.  Another day of homework.  Homework already kills a lot of my time.  I don’t want another day of it. 


I think people voting for Saturday school should put themselves in the children’s shoes.  Just imaging yourself jumping out of bed on a Saturday morning and you say, “Aaah.  It’s Saturday.  What fun things should I do today?”  Now imagine yourself saying the same thing and then you remember, “Oh, yeah.  I have to go to school.  Ugh.” Which one would you enjoy more?  And think about the fact that when you are in junior high and high school, you won’t have any recess.  So that extra day off on Saturday makes up for all the missed recess times.


I hope you take my opinion seriously and don’t just think of this as some silly essay that everyone has to write.  Think of what I wrote as real opinions.  

5th grade expository

I think the fax machine is good.  You don’t have to get out of the house to get information.  The fax machine can send things like notes, bills and jokes.


Fax machines are mostly for people that like to read and for people that are busy.  The first time you use it, please read the instructions.  People that don’t are going to be confused.

5th grade persuasive


I don’t think we should have school on Saturdays because I have better things to do.  I want to sleep in, play with my friends and eat family breakfasts on Saturdays.


The first reason I think Saturday school is a bad idea is that I like to sleep in.  On the weekdays I usually get up at around 6:00 in the morning.  If we had Saturday school, I would not be able to sleep about 2 or 3 hours later.  


Secondly, I like to play with my friends on Saturdays.  During the week I already have homework and on Saturdays I play basketball.  


Lastly, my mom cooks a monster huge breakfast on Saturdays.  She cooks foods like hash browns, bacon, sausages, eggs, and toast.  Let me stop right there; I think you get the idea.


In conclusion, I would like to say that Saturday school is a bad idea because I like to sleep in, play with friends and eat breakfast. And that is the end of my essay. 

Grade 5 persuasive


I think Saturday school is a bad idea.  Kids have personal lives.  Teachers have personal lives.  Bus drivers have personal lives.  With Saturday school, no one would be happy.


I don’t know any kids whose lives revolve around school.  Take me for example, I have to go to Peoria every weekend to see my sister.  If I couldn’t go to see her, everything would stay bottled up inside of me.  I couldn’t get anything done that way, and then I’d end up in trouble. 


Saturday school would be bad for teachers too.  Sure teaching might be their job, but does your life revolve around your job?  I doubt it.  If it does, I feel sorry for you.  Teachers need time to spend with family and friends.  They need time for their own hobbies and interests.  Saturday gives them that time. 


Just think about if you were a bus driver.  You get off work on Friday afternoon.  Every day during the week you have been crawling out of bed at 4:00 a.m.  Tomorrow is your chance to sleep in.  Right as you walk into the bus barn your boss says, “Today they started Saturday school.  See you tomorrow.”  Would you be mad or not?  I would be. 


Keep the doors to the schools locked on Saturdays.  Let the kids, teachers and bus drivers enjoy their personal lives.
Grade 3 essays

#1






My Hero

My father is my hero because he is loving, helpful, and fun. 

My father shows his love when he plays roller blade hockey with me instead of sleeping.  He is also loving because sometimes he asks me if I want to go fishing with him.  That shows me how much he loves me.

My dad is helpful because he helps me with my slap shots and skating so I can score a goal. In the evenings he helps me with my math.  My mom isn’t the greatest with math, but dad explains things so I understand them.  This helps me to earn good grades in math which makes my mom and dad happy and makes me feel proud. 

One of the fun things my dad does with me is swimming.  He dives underwater and I stand on his back and pretend to surfboard. Another fun thing happened on my birthday.  My dad bought a box for a Mallard’s game and let me take a friend. 

Because my dad is loving, helpful, and fun, he is my hero.  He will be my hero forever and ever. 
#2

The Man

Jackie Chan is a hero.  He saves kids and people.  He can do karate and make cool moves.  

#3

Cousins

Everyone has a hero, someone especially kind, loving, and caring.  Mostly kind, loving and caring describes a relative.  When I think about those things I think of my cousin.  Here is what truly identifies my cousin as a hero. 

The number one thing my cousin is good at is support.  If I tell my mom or dad that I didn’t do something, my cousin comes to my rescue and supports me by saying that someone else did it.  Isn’t it always a cousin that helps you figure out who did do something wrong so that person takes the blame and not you?  In the case of my cousin I can say yes, yes, yes.  If you don’t believe that is support from a cousin, you might as well stop reading now because I know that it is support.  

The second best thing about my cousin is the help he gives to me.  Once I went to the park with my cousin and fell down and hurt myself.  My cousin was right there to bend over and pick me up.  Then he was the one to run and find some help.  Don’t most cousins come to the rescue somehow and say something encouraging?  They are like earthly guardians.  Don’t cousins make everything okay?  If you are answering no then no wonder you don’t get help. It would take tons and tons of love to help someone like you.

The final reason I look up to my cousin is because he always lets me win when we play games.  It takes a lot to do this.  He never acts like it is wasting his time to play with me.  He just sits there and lets me win.  He knows this makes me happy.  Cousins care about you and not about themselves.

If you have read everything I wrote then you cannot have any arguments that a cousin could be your best and truest hero.  If you only get one hero who really takes time to make you happy and support you, it will probably be a cousin.  So maybe we should all act like true cousins. 

#4

My Dad

I think my Dad is a hero because one time when I sprained my ankle he helped me by taking me to the hospital. 

And he helps me with my homework, math, reading, geography, and more.  He helps me a lot. 

When he takes me to basketball I felt better because I felt safe. 

#5

I Like Trees


In the fall when we rake leaves, my dad defines a tree as a plant that creates a lot of work for us.  I define a tree as a plant that gives us a lot of help.  That’s because I know that trees give us oxygen that we breathe every day.  Trees also give us medicines to keep us healthy. 

Trees help us to breathe. They help us by giving us lots of oxygen. All people need oxygen to live because it feeds our cells. Another way they help, trees clean up pollution. Their leaves suck up the pollution from cars, buses, and trucks. That makes the air clean. Our lungs work better with clean air than they do with smoky dirty air.


Trees give us good medicines. Some trees help make cough drops. Vicks uses oils from trees that grow in California. Some people make tea from trees. When my grandma has bad headaches, she makes tea from leaves off of trees.  After she drinks the tea, presto! Her headache goes away.


We need to plant lots of trees so that we can have clean air. Trees help keep us healthy by helping us fight colds and headaches.  Trees are our friends.  
#6

Trees


I know two things about trees.  First trees make oxygen.  Second trees make shade.


First, trees make oxygen.  That’s a good thing because if they didn’t make oxygen we couldn’t breathe.  Every day we breathe oxygen.  We breathe oxygen in the day and in the night.  If we didn’t breathe the oxygen we would die.  So oxygen is a good thing for trees to make.


Second trees make shade.  You should have lots of trees around your house to make shade.  Shade is good.  Shade comes from trees. 


I like trees for two reasons.  First trees make oxygen.  Second trees make shade. 
#7

A car is another invention that helps people out.  

One way is it is easier to go places than walking to places.  It is faster than any other invention on land that moves people from one place to another. 

Also it doesn’t take as much work as driving a carriage.  You would have to feed and take care of the horses that pull it.  People cannot get somewhere fast with a carriage because it would take a long time to hitch up the horses.  For someone to walk a long distance like from New York to Texas, it would take so long they would be almost 100 by the time they got there.  They would also be tired from that long walk.  Their legs would about fall off. 

Cars are easier to handle because to change gears, you step on a pedal and to steer you use the steering wheel.  In a carriage you would have to handle all the horses and say the right words for them to do something.  You could never take your hands off the ropes or the whip.


So you can see that a car helps people out a lot.  It is easier to go places in a car than to walk.  It doesn’t take as much work as driving a carriage.  It is definitely easier to handle.  A car is a helpful invention. 

#8
I don’t think it’s a good idea.  An hour of homework is too long.  The kids might have something better to do.  They might need to have more time with their parents.  They might have to go somewhere.  They might have to shop for some new school clothes.  They might have to look for new school supplies.  They might need to go to the store to look for some apples for the teacher.  Plus they might need all the spare time they can get.  
#9


My favorite thing to do is Art.  I love it.  First it is fun.  Second the thing I like to do is painting.  Finally in art club I like to work on the computer in Art. 

#10

My favorite things to do in school are writing workshop, lunch and gym because gym is fun.

We can play games like bowling.  It is fun to bowl so I like bowling.

Lunch is fun too because we go outside and play soccer.  We win all the time.  

# 11
I remember a special person that I respect.  He was nice and a great neighbor.  I think I would like to be like him when I grow up. 
Joe was a nice person.  He lived with his daughter, but he died about two months ago.  Joe was always gentle and kind to kids, pets and all people.  Sometimes he gave me things like pretty pictures, little toys, or pennies.  He lived to be 99 years old.

He was the best neighbor.  He would invite me into his backyard whenever I gave him pictures that I drew.  Sometimes he gave me raspberries that came from the raspberry bushes he grew.  Joe’s daughter even gave me a butterfly wing that she found. How nice.
I want to be like Joe when I grow up because he always gave me things.  He would rather give than receive.  His heart was special, loving, and caring too.  
I remember a person who was a kind and sweet neighbor.  I want to be like him when I am an adult.  I love you Joe!

# 12
My hero is my dad.  He is the best person I know. I think this because my dad helps me with my homework.  Also, he teaches me new things.  The best part about my dad is that he plays with me. 

When I need help with homework, I just holler, “Dad.”  If its math, he has a little trouble helping me.  But when it is homework in science or social studies, he knows exactly how to help.  Sometimes he teaches me little tricks to help me remember the important things. 

My dad is my hero because he teaches me new things.  Once my dad and I got lost in the woods.  Then somehow my dad started to move sticks and leaves to make a trail back to our house.  I thought we would never find our way home, but Dad figured it all out.  

The last and best thing that makes my dad a hero is that he plays with me.  My dad plays football, basketball, and soccer.  He is very athletic.  Every day we do something together outside.  

That is why my dad is the best person I know in the entire world.  Do you have somebody to look up to?  Do you have somebody to help you with homework?  Do you have somebody to teach you new things and play with you?  I hope so because it is a great feeling. 

# 13

I think my dad is a hero.  He has given me a lot of advice and he helps me with my homework.  He even makes all the family’s money.  
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