1. Select a persuasive writing topic. 
2. Select one person from your writing team to read each of the following questions related to your topic.  If anyone in the group responds YES, mark that question. Your team will return to it for discussion in step 3. 

	Y / N 
	Question – Will (insert thesis statement) 

	
	1. lead to a breakdown in law and order 

	
	2. limit individual liberties

	
	3. increase property values

	
	4. improve community image

	
	5. improve the environment

	
	6. provide jobs

	
	7. insure safety

	
	8. provide social opportunities 

	
	9. make everyday chores and tasks easier

	
	10. make life more convenient

	
	11. teach a valuable lesson

	
	12. develop maturity and responsibility

	
	


3. Return to the question list and discuss any item that received an answer of YES.  Select two or three of the ones that received a yes, and jot down your ideas in the box below.  At this point it is not necessary to write complete sentences.  

	Pro
	Con

	
	


4. Consider these questions as you develop the Pro / Con brainstorm list

· Who might benefit? Who might be harmed?

· What will this cost? Who will foot the bill?

· How will individuals be affected?

· How will a larger group be affected?

· Will there be a conflict between any groups?
5.  
Review your ideas and rewrite some of them using the power words: 

Example: 

Under Con for Lowering Driving Age, you might have listed – more accidents

The rewrite might read like this:  

Lowering the driving age will bring about an increase in accidents.  

Lowering the driving age will give rise to an increase in accidents. 
Under the Pro for Lowering Driving Age you might have listed – will help busy families

The rewrite might read like this: 

Letting teenagers drive at the age of 15 will help busy families as they try to chauffer children to and from activities. 

A lower driving age will benefit busy families because they will now have another person available to run errands and help with busy schedules. 

	accomplish 
build

consider

develop

increase

maintain

result in

succeed

support

sustain
	cause

enhance

expand

grow

improve

inspire

insure

relieve

strengthen 
thwart
	benefit

bring about

create

cultivate

give rise to

help

inhibit

offer

prevent

profit




6.  Now look at each sentence you have written and brainstorm specific ideas to support it – remember to let your reader visualize and make inferences. 
Example: 

Lowering the driving age will bring about an increase in accidents.  

For example:  Lowering the driving age will bring about an increase in accidents. 

· According to the department of transportation, drivers age 15- to 20-years old accounted for 12.9 percent of all the drivers involved in fatal crashes and 16 percent of all the drivers involved in police-reported crashes.  Lowering the age could definitely increase those rates.

· Teenagers like loud music, cell phones, and lots of friends.  These conditions can cause distractions while they drive. 

· Teen age drivers have not had to face any dangerous situations such as someone swerving into their lane or slick roads because of rain.  Without experience, they would be more likely to have an accident. 

Ideas for persuasive essays

1. Our school dress code should not prohibit T shirts that advertise alcohol. 

2. Our school dress code should allow students to wear shorts. 

3. Illinois should lower the driving (drinking) age.

4. Illinois should raise the driving (drinking / voting) age. 

5. Eighth graders should read more novels.

6. Cigarette commercials should be banned from all magazines.

7. Students should be given after school detentions for not bringing homework to class. 

8. Our school should adopt uniforms for students.

9. Our school should adopt uniforms for teachers.

10. Leaf burning in the city limits should be banned. 

11. Perfume samples should be banned from all magazines. 

12. Public schools in Illinois should not sponsor any sports teams.

13. My parents should increase my allowance.

14. Our school should teach a foreign language in junior high.

15. I should be allowed to watch more television at home. 

16. Part time jobs are good for students.
17. Students should not have part time jobs.

18. Homework should be eliminated.

19. P.E. class (or art or music) should be eliminated / expanded.

20. Smoking should / should not be allowed in public buildings.

21. We should visit _________ for this year’s school trip.

22. People who are caught vandalizing public property should have to do volunteer service to repair the damage. 

23. The curfew in our city should be later / earlier.

24. Parents should not assign chores to their children.

25. Parents should assign chores to their children.

26. Seat belts should/ should not be installed on our school buses. 

27. The city council should have a grade school and a high school representative in attendance at the monthly meetings. 

28. Deer hunting season should be lengthened.

29. The summer reading program needs more choices. 

30. Our school needs a designated area for students to use iPods and cell phones.

31.  Social promotion should / should not be eliminated in our school. 

32.  Vending machines should / should not be eliminated from our school cafeteria.

33.  Student lockers should be eliminated from our school. 

34.  Random locker searches should not be allowed. 

35.  Our school needs / does not need an open campus for lunch.

36.  Service projects should be mandatory as a graduation requirement.

37.  Penalties for drug possession should be harder.

38.  Book selection in our school library should / should not be censored.

39.  Animals should never be used for product testing. 

40.  People should be vegetarians. 

41.  Casual clothing should not be worn to school (church, weddings, funerals, etc) 

42.  Disprove a common fallacy. 

43.  Movie rating system needs to be overhauled. 

44.  Salary caps are needed in sports (entertainment world)

45.  Video games need to be censored to eliminate graphic violence. 
46. People should do research before purchasing an exotic pet. 
Last year, our neighbors bought a boa constrictor as a pet.  At first they had great fun taking it out of its glass cage and showing it off to friends and neighbors. After a while the boa grew larger and larger.  Caring for the boa soon required a lot of money and a lot of time. That brought the fun to a screeching halt.  Everyone should spend some time doing serious research before they buy an exotic pet.  


If our neighbors had done some research, they would have known that boa constrictors can be dangerous.  When they bought it, the boa was only 18 inches long and even looked kind of cute.  By the end of the first year, it had stretched out to over four feet long.  A boa that size has a great deal of strength.  This one pushed the lid off the top of the glass cage and tried to escape.  They had never trained their boa to be a pet by handling it every day.  So when they found it escaping, it raised its head and shaped the top of its body into an S.  They did not know that a raised head meant, “Stay away. I am angry and will bite.”  Exotic animals, like a boa, suffer a lot of stress when taken from their natural habitat. Stressed, the boa bit my neighbor.  A boa’s bite is not poisonous but it hurts, and this meant a trip to the doctor.  It could have been much worse. 

Not only was the boa dangerous for the family, but the family was also dangerous for the boa.  They knew the boa needed to be kept warm, so they put a light in the cage.  Unfortunately, they did not put any kind of a screen on the light.  One night it fell into the cage, and the poor snake received a bad burn.  Another thing they did not think about was keeping the boa clean.  Boas use the cage as their bathroom, so it needs to be cleaned regularly. My neighbors did not clean the cage often enough and their boa got mites.  Someone other than a vet advised them to buy pest strips to kill the mites, but the strips ended up making the poor snake sick.  If only they had done some research before purchasing the snake, all of these problems could have been avoided. 


Owning an exotic pet might seem like a good idea when it’s a cute baby curled up in a pet store.  But if people would do a little bit of research first, they could learn what kinds of problems are lurking around the corner.  Remember, all pets grow, and that means bigger cages and bigger messes to clean up.  Exotic pets deserve a home where they will receive proper care. 

 Exotic Pets

Last year, our neighbors bought a boa constrictor as a pet.  At first they had great fun taking it out of its glass cage and showing it off to friends and neighbors. After a while the boa began getting bigger.  Caring for the boa got expensive and took a lot of time. That brought the fun to a screeching halt.  Everyone should spend some time doing serious research before they buy an exotic pet.  

If our neighbors had done some research, they would have known that boa constrictors can be dangerous.  When they bought it, the boa was only 18 inches long and even looked kind of cute.  By the end of the first year, it stretched out to over four feet long.  A boa that size has lots of strength.  This one pushed the lid off the top of the glass cage and tried to escape.  They had never trained their boa to be a pet by handling it every day.  So when they found it escaping, it raised its head and shaped the top of its body into an S shape.  They did not know that pose meant, “Stay away. I am angry and will bite.”  Exotic animals like a boa suffer a lot of stress when taken from their natural habitat, and this stressed boa bit my neighbor.  Their bite is not poisonous, but it hurt and meant a trip to the doctor.  It could have been much worse. 


Not only did the owners need trips to the doctor, but the poor snake also needed several trips to the vet. My neighbors knew that the boa needed to be kept warm so they put a light in the cage.  But they didn’t put any kind of a screen on the light.  One night it fell down into the cage and the poor snake got a bad burn.  Another thing they didn’t think about is keeping the boa clean.  Boas use the cage as their bathroom, so it needs to be cleaned regularly. My neighbors didn’t clean the cage often enough, and their boa got mites.  They bought pest strips to kill the mites but ended up making the poor snake sick.  If only they had done some research first, all of their problems could have been avoided. 
Owning an exotic pet might seem like a good idea when it’s a cute baby curled up in a pet store.  But if people would do a little bit of research first, they could learn what kinds of problems are lurking around the corner.  Remember, all pets grow, and that means bigger cages and bigger messes to clean up.  Exotic pets deserve a home where they will receive proper care. 

Exotic Pets

Last year, our neighbors bought a boa constrictor as a pet.  At first they had great fun taking it out of its glass cage and showing it off to friends and neighbors. After a while the boa began getting bigger.  Caring for the boa got expensive and took a lot of time. That brought the fun to a screeching halt.  Everyone should spend some time doing serious research before they buy an exotic pet.  

If our neighbors had done some research, they would have known that boa constrictors can be dangerous.  When they bought it, the boa was only 18 inches long and even looked kind of cute.  By the end of the first year, it stretched out to over four feet long.  A boa that size has lots of strength.  This one pushed the lid off the top of the glass cage and tried to escape.  They had never trained their boa to be a pet by handling it every day.  So when they found it escaping, it raised its head and shaped the top of its body into an S shape.  They did not know that pose meant, “Stay away. I am angry and will bite.”  Exotic animals like a boa suffer a lot of stress when taken from their natural habitat, and this stressed boa bit my neighbor.  Their bite is not poisonous, but it hurt and meant a trip to the doctor.  It could have been much worse. 


Besides learning about safety, with a bit of research this family would have known that boas have special needs: warm temperatures and clean cages.  My neighbors knew the boa needed to be kept warm, so they put a light in the cage.  But they didn’t put any kind of a screen on the light.  One night it fell down into the cage, and the poor snake got a bad burn.  Another thing they didn’t think about is keeping the boa clean.  Boas use the cage as their bathroom, so it needs to be cleaned regularly. My neighbors didn’t clean the cage often enough, and their boa got mites.  They bought pest strips to kill the mites but ended up making the poor snake sick.  If only they had done some research first, all of their problems could have been avoided. 
Owning an exotic pet might seem like a good idea when it’s a cute baby curled up in a pet store.  But if people would do a little bit of research first, they could learn what kinds of problems are lurking around the corner.  Remember, all pets grow, and that means bigger cages and bigger messes to clean up.  Exotic pets deserve a home where they will receive proper care. 

 Exotic Pets

Last year, our neighbors bought a boa constrictor as a pet.  At first they had great fun taking it out of its glass cage and showing it off to friends and neighbors. After a while the boa began getting bigger.  Caring for the boa got expensive and took a lot of time. That brought the fun to a screeching halt.  Everyone should spend some time doing serious research before they buy an exotic pet.  

If our neighbors had done some research, they would have known that boa constrictors can be dangerous.  When they bought it, the boa was only 18 inches long and even looked kind of cute.  By the end of the first year, it stretched out to over four feet long.  A boa that size has lots of strength.  This one pushed the lid off the top of the glass cage and tried to escape.  They had never trained their boa to be a pet by handling it every day.  So when they found it escaping, it raised its head and shaped the top of its body into an S shape.  They did not know that pose meant, “Stay away. I am angry and will bite.”  Exotic animals like a boa suffer a lot of stress when taken from their natural habitat and this stressed boa bit my neighbor.  Their bite is not poisonous but it hurt and meant a trip to the doctor.  It could have been much worse. Do you think the snake bite was enough to make them change their minds about owning a boa?


No, they kept that poor animal caged in their house, and their troubles continued.  My neighbors knew that the boa needed to be kept warm so they put a light in the cage.  But they didn’t put any kind of a screen on the light.  One night it fell down into the cage and the poor snake got a bad burn.  Another thing they didn’t think about is keeping the boa clean.  Boas use the cage as their bathroom, so it needs to be cleaned regularly. My neighbors didn’t clean the cage often enough and their boa got mites.  They bought pest strips to kill the mites but ended up making the poor snake sick.  If only they had done some research first, all of their problems could have been avoided. 
Owning an exotic pet might seem like a good idea when it’s a cute baby curled up in a pet store.  But if people would do a little bit of research first, they could learn what kinds of problems are lurking around the corner.  Remember, all pets grow, and that means bigger cages and bigger messes to clean up.  Exotic pets deserve a home where they will receive proper care. 
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