Nine Steps to teaching expository and persuasive essays

GRADUAL RELEASE OF RESPONSIBILITY

1. You must always model the skill that you want the students to learn.  Model – Model – Model.  Children learn to write by imitating other writers.  

2. Let the students practice the skill as a whole class activity.  The teacher will facilitate this step.  

3. Let the students practice the skill in small groups. 

4. Finally, let each student practice the skill independently. Students who cannot demonstrate competence at the skill will need to return to some small group practice and some one on one coaching.

Step One

1. Give students a set of pictures and a title.  Children select three pictures that go with the title.  Students will glue the pictures into the graphic organizer below. 
2. Give students a title and have the students draw three pictures that go with the title.  Students will draw the pictures into the graphic organizer below.
3. Give students a title and have them draw three pictures with labels.  Let them use “brave spelling” but pencil in the correct spelling.  Sometimes students forget what they have drawn and labeled.  Topics that you can use for this activity include:  shapes, colors, numbers, farm animals, zoo animals, pets, foods, sports, toys, family, ocean animals, community workers, buildings in our town, etc. 
Notice – you will find three different forms for the students to use when writing.  They may not have three things to say about the focus sentence.  If they have only 1 thing to say or 2 things to say – that is all right too. 
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Step Two

1. Give the students the title, an opening FOCUS sentence, and a closing WRAP UP sentence.  Students now write three complete sentences that stay on the topic.  Use the word FOCUS repeatedly.  Make sure that students FOCUS their writing on the FOCUS sentence. 

2. Helpful hints:  provide a visual for the students related to the topic. See step two samples. Also, use lots of environmental print in this step.

3. Use the essays Car, Desserts, Pigs, Sky, Zoo as models for the students.  Do not just give them the model.  Let them see you writing the model on chart paper or on a black board.  After you have modeled the writing, then you can give the students the printed copies of the paragraphs. 
4. Do not fall in to the trap of THREE – there is nothing magic about three examples.  Some students might provide only one example, some might provide two.  Model some paragraphs with fewer than three samples.  

5. Use the following worksheets Baseball, Cartoons, My Pet, People, Recess, Rain, School, Summer, and Toys for the students to use in group practice or individual practice.  

	Title
	Cars

	
	Cars help us to go places.

	Support
Sentences
	We drive cars to the stores.
We also drive cars to school.


	
	Cars take us many places.


	Title
	Dessert

	
	I like to eat dessert.

	Support
Sentences
	I like to eat apple pie.

Sometimes I eat bread pudding.
I even like to eat ice cream.


	
	Dessert is yummy.  


	Title
	Pigs

	
	Pigs are my favorite farm animal.

	Support
Sentences
	Some farm pigs are brown.
I really like the spotted pigs.
Many farm pigs are black.


	
	I like to look at farm pigs.


	Title
	The Sky

	
	I see many things in the sky during the day.

	Support
Sentences
	I see fluffy clouds in the sky.
Birds fly in the sky.
Airplanes fly in the sky.


	
	The sky is filled with many things during the day.


	Title
	The Zoo

	
	The zoo is a great place to visit. 

	Support Sentences
	I like to ride the train around the zoo.
The giraffes are my favorite animal to watch.
The monkeys do lots of tricks.

	
	Let’s go to the zoo soon!


	Title
	The Zoo

	
	The zoo is a great place to visit. 

	Support Sentences
	I like to ride the train around the zoo.


	
	Let’s go to the zoo soon!


	Title
	Baseball

	
	I like to play baseball.

	Support Sentences
	

	
	Baseball is fun.


	Title
	Cartoons

	
	I like to watch cartoons. 

	Support
Sentences
	

	
	Do you like cartoons too?


	Title
	People

	
	We have many special people in our community. 

	Support
Sentences
	

	
	I like the people in our community.


	Title
	My Pet

	
	My pet is special. 

	Support
Sentences
	

	
	I love my pet.


	Title
	Rain

	
	I enjoy rainy days. 

	Support
Sentences
	

	
	I hope it rains soon.


	Title
	Recess

	
	I like recess at school.

	Support
Sentences
	

	
	Recess is fun.


	Title
	School

	
	School is a great place to be.

	Support
Sentences
	

	
	I enjoy coming to school.


	Title
	Summer

	
	Summer is my favorite time of the year.

	Support
Sentences
	

	
	I can’t wait for summer.


	Title
	Toys

	
	I have one very special toy. 

	Support
Sentences
	

	
	__________ is my favorite toy. 


Step Three

1. Students now begin to write their own focus sentences.  

2. Provide students with a topic or a title.  Go around the room and each student must now provide a focus sentence.  For example – you tell students that today we are going to write about Halloween.  Student one says, “I like Halloween witches.”  Now no one else in the class can have that exact same topic sentence.  Pretty soon the students start responding quickly with topic sentences. I like Halloween witches on brooms.  I like scary witches that cackle.  I like Halloween candy.  I like Halloween tricks.  I like Halloween ghosts.  I like Halloween costumes.  I want to be Batman for Halloween.  I want to be Harry Potter for Halloween.  On Halloween my dad takes me trick or treating. Keep pushing until every student has a FOCUS sentence written down. 

3. Once students have written down their FOCUS sentence, they begin to write SUPPORT sentences with specific details.   

4. Be sure that students are writing specific details and not generic sentences.  See samples of weak support.
	Title
	 Special Buildings – with weak support

	
	Our neighborhood has special buildings.

	Support
Sentences
	We have a fire station.
The buildings are cool. 
Some buildings are big.


	
	Do you have special buildings?


	Title
	 Special Buildings

	
	Our neighborhood has special buildings.

	Support
Sentences
	We have a fire station.
My grade school is in the neighborhood. 
The post office is near the fire station.

	
	Do you have special buildings?


The first sample of Special Buildings is a paragraph that has very weak support.  Support sentence 1 gives a good example of a special building so it is a good support sentence.  Support sentences two and three do not give support.  Sentence two uses the weak word cool which provides no details.  Support sentence three does talk about some building being big, but it is not a specific enough to be a strong support.  Have students offer some good supports to replace sentences 2 and 3.  Make sure they give these supports to you in the form of a complete sentence. Do not write down their suggestions until they can say it in a complete sentence.  Cross out the weak supports and put in good supports.
Examples of good support sentences:  We have a library with tons of books.  Tender Care Day Care is in our neighborhood.  The Post Office is in our neighborhood.  My grade school, Washington Elementary, is in our neighborhood. 

	Title
	 Dr. Seuss – with weak support statements

	
	Dr. Seuss is a great author.

	Support
Sentences
	He is the best. 
Dr. Seuss rules.  
His stories have rhyming words. 

	
	I like to read Dr. Seuss.


	Title
	 Dr. Seuss 

	
	Dr. Seuss is a great author.

	Support
Sentences
	His books make me laugh. 
His stories have rhyming words.



	
	I like to read Dr. Seuss.


The first sample of Dr. Seuss is a paragraph that has weak support.  Support sentences 1 and 2 provide no details to explain why Dr. Seuss is a great author.  Support sentence 1 is a FOCUS sentence; it provides no support. Support sentence two uses the weak word rules which gives no specific details about Dr. Seuss.  Support sentence three is very strong and gives a specific detail to support the FOCUS sentence.  It tells us that Dr. Seuss uses words that rhyme.  Have students offer some good supports to replace sentences 1 and 2.  Make sure they give these supports to you in the form of a complete sentence. Do not write down their suggestions until they can say it in a complete sentence.  Cross out the weak supports and put in good supports.

	Title
	 Music Class – with weak support statements

	
	My favorite class is music.

	Support
Sentences
	Music is a cool class.
Music class is fun. 
We learn new songs with funny words.


	
	I enjoy music class.


	Title
	 Music Class 

	
	My favorite class is music.

	Support
Sentences
	We play the triangle and shake maracas.
We even learn dances. 
We learn new songs with funny words.

	
	I enjoy music class.


The first sample of Music Class is a paragraph that has very weak support.  Support sentences 1 and 2 provide no details to explain why music class is the favorite class.  Support sentence 1 gives uses the weak word cool. Support sentence two says class is fun but gives no specific details to explain why music is the favorite class.  Support sentence three is very strong and gives a specific detail to support the FOCUS sentence.  Have students offer some good supports to replace sentences 1 and 2.  Make sure they give these supports to you in the form of a complete sentence. Do not write down their suggestions until they can say it in a complete sentence.  Cross out the weak supports and put in good supports.

	Title
	 Night Time Sky–with weak support statements 

	
	The night sky is filled with pretty things to look at.

	Support
Sentences
	Many of the things are awesome.
Many things look pretty. 
The stars twinkle at night.

	
	I like to look at the night sky.


	Title
	 Night Time Sky 

	
	The night sky is filled with pretty things to look at.

	Support
Sentences
	Last night the moon looked orange.
I can see some planets. 
The stars twinkle at night.

	
	I like to look at the night sky.


The first sample of Night Time Sky is a paragraph that has very weak support.  Support sentence 1 and two have no specific information and use weak the weak words pretty and awesome.  Support sentence three gives specific information. Talking about the twinkling stars proves that the night sky is filled with pretty things to look at. Have students offer some good supports to replace sentences 1 and 2.  Make sure they give these supports to you in a form of a complete sentence. Do not write down their suggestions until they can say it in a complete sentence.  Cross out the weak supports and put in good supports.

Step Four

1. Have students return to the paragraphs that they wrote in step three.  Students begin to add strong closings to their paragraphs. At this step the paragraph will consist of a title, a FOCUS sentence, and three SUPPORTING sentences with details.  The closing sentence is a WRAP UP.  Be sure to model how to write a strong closing.  Then write some as a whole class.  Finally, let students return to their individual pieces to write their own closings.  

2. At this step you should begin to cut off the left hand column of the graphic organizer so that students begin to see their writing without the organizer. The next step is to take away the graphic organizer.  Students must begin to take ownership for what they write.   If you need to, leave the picture of the camera and the present for a while, but remove the numbers.  

3. Helpful Hint:  Begin a chart of effective openings and closings.  At this point the majority of your students will begin their paragraphs by saying, “I like . . .”  They need to see a variety of openings and a variety of closings.  Put a green border on the chart for openings – green means go.  Also add the camera icon to show them that these are focus sentences.   Put a red border around the chart with closings. Also put the present icon to show that these are closings.  Many of the trade books that you are using in the classroom have fabulous openings and closings.  Share those with your students. 
Step Five

1. Students should be comfortable writing a paragraph that has at least one strong supporting statement before they begin this step.  It is now time to expand that paragraph with secondary SUPPORTS.  

2. At this step you want students to focus on using specific nouns and vivid verbs.  Strong vocabulary is essential to earn SUPPORT scores. 

3. Help the students to see that the pink sentences tell more specific things about the sentence in yellow.  For example, if the yellow sentence says.  Grocers sell us food.  Have the students close their eyes and ask them to picture the food.  Everyone will probably picture something different.  Now look at a pink sentence.  If it says “They sell us apples, bread, and milk” – have the students close their eyes and picture that.  They should all be picturing the same thing.  They might picture different types of apples or bread, but the basic food picture should be the same. 

4. See the step five samples.

	Title
	People

	
	We have many special people in our community.

	Support
Sentences
	The fire fighters put out fires.  They race to fires in big red trucks.
The grocers sell us food.  They sell apples, bread, and milk.
The mayor buys new things for the park.  We have a new slide and some swings.

	
	I like the people in our community.


	Title
	Dessert

	
	I like to eat dessert.

	Support
Sentences
	I like to eat apple pie. I like the taste of cinnamon.
Sometimes I eat bread pudding. I like it with lots of raisins.
I even like to eat ice cream. I pour a gallon of chocolate on it. 

	
	Dessert is yummy.  


	Title
	My Pet

	
	My pet is special. 

	Support
Sentences
	My dog begs for treats.  He jumps up and grabs crackers from my hand.
He can also play dead.  He lays still until I clap.
He chases cats. He doesn’t let any cats in our yard.

	
	I love my pet.


	Title
	Rain

	
	I enjoy rainy days. 

	Support
Sentences
	We watch television when it rains.  I can watch cartoons. 

I like to stomp in puddles.  The water splashes me and my friends.
Sometimes we see a rainbow. The pretty colors make the sky glow. 

	
	I hope it rains soon.


	Title
	Recess

	
	I like recess at school.

	Support
Sentences
	We play dodge ball. Many times I am the winner at dodge ball. 

Sometimes our teacher plays games with us.  She turns the rope while we jump.
We play games inside if it is raining.  We play Candy Land and Chutes and Ladders.

	
	Recess is fun.


	Title
	School

	
	School is a great place to be.

	Support
Sentences
	The food at school is good. I like the macaroni that they make.
During art class we draw pictures. Last week I drew a picture of a green monster.
At recess I play with my friends. We play dodge ball. 

	
	I enjoy coming to school.


	Title
	Summer

	
	Summer is my favorite time of the year.

	Support
Sentences
	I like to go swimming.  The water cools me down. 

I can sleep late.  I don’t have to wake up for school.
I play with my friends.  We skateboard on the sidewalks. 

	
	I can’t wait for summer.


	Title
	The Zoo

	
	The zoo is a great place to visit. 

	Support
Sentences
	I like to watch giraffes.   They stretch their necks to the eat leaves from trees.
The tigers thrill me. Sometimes they growl.
I like to visit the snakes. They hide in the leaves.

	
	Let’s go to the zoo soon!


Step Six

1. At this step you want the students to start making separate paragraphs for each idea.  Remember – the students do not have to have THREE things to write about.  Some students will have essays of three paragraphs because they only have enough information about one thing.  Other students will have essays of four paragraphs because they have give two support statements.  
2. You do not have to stick rigidly to three things about each general idea.  If they have two ideas for each general idea, it is fine.  Sometimes they will have two ideas and in the next paragraph they will have three.

3. Start by having the students write the FOCUS sentence and one or two SUPPORT (yellow) statements.  The yellow sentences SUPPORT the FOCUS sentence.  Students will then list words or phrases under these SUPPORT sentences to prove their point. 

4. Point out that these essays have more than one paragraph.  Point out that these essays have more pink sentences than yellow. 

5. Point out that the pink sentences explain or SUPPORT the yellow sentences. 
6. Don’t waste a lot of time having students make an outline or complete a graphic organizer.  The samples are there for students or teachers who might like to use them, but most students do not want to complete a chart.  
	Title
	Baseball

	
	I like to play baseball.

	Support
Sentences
	I like to be the catcher. 

1. Wear a mask

2. Give signs

3. Tag players

I like to bat.

1. Swing hard 

2. Run bases

	
	Baseball is fun.


Baseball

I like to play baseball.


I like to be the catcher. I get to wear a face mask.  I make signs to the pitcher.  Sometimes I tag players at the plate.

I like to bat. I swing the bat as hard as I can.  Then I take offand run the bases. 


Baseball is fun.
	Title
	Cars

	
	Cars help us to go places.

	Support
Sentences
	We drive cars to the stores.

1. Grocery store

2. Video store

We also drive cars to school.

1. Rain

2. Oversleep



	
	Cars take us many places.


Cars


Cars help us to go places.


We drive cars to the stores.  We take our car to the grocery store.  If we want a video at night, we drive our car to the store. 


We also drive our car to school.  When it rains, my grandma takes us to school in her car.  Sometimes I oversleep and then Grandma takes me to school in her car. 


Cars take us many places. 

	Title
	School

	
	School is a great place. 

	Support
Sentences
	I learn lots of new things.
1. Math

2. Science

3. Reading

I play games with my friends.
1. Dodge ball

2. Tag



	
	I enjoy coming to school.


School

School is a great place.

I learn lots of new things. In math we add and subtract numbers.  In science we do experiments. During reading we get to pick our own books.

I play games with my friends. Dodge ball is my favorite game.  Sometimes we play tag.

I enjoy coming to school.

	Title
	The Sky

	
	I see many things in the sky during the day.

	Support
Sentences
	I see clouds in the sky.

1.      Rain clouds
2. Fluffy clouds

I see birds flying in the sky.

1.      Geese

2. Blackbirds

I see airplanes flying in the sky.

1.      Jets

2. Little airplanes

	
	The sky is filled with many things during the day.



I see many things in the sky during the day. 


I see clouds in the sky. Sometimes I see dark rain clouds.  Other days I see fluffy clouds that look like marshmallows. 


I see birds flying in the sky.  In the fall I see geese flying south.  Sometimes I see lots and lots of blackbirds. 


I see airplanes flying in the sky.  I like the jets that leave white trails.  Once I saw a little bitty plane flying low. 


The sky is filled with many things during the day.

Step Seven

1. Use the same essays that students have written for Step Six.  Explain that they now need to add to the FOCUS sentence to make it a bigger better  paragraph. 

2. Students will go back to their step six essays and add the ideas from each paragraph to the opening paragraph.  On the surface this appears to be easy, but this is a very difficult step for the students.  

3. Show them the ORGANIZATION pattern that has evolved.  The first SUPPORT sentence in paragraph one becomes the FOCUS sentence of paragraph two.  The second SUPPORT sentence of paragraph one becomes the FOCUS sentence of paragraph three. 

4. Teaching Tip:  You do not want the students just to repeat the sentences.  In other words, the opening sentence from the paragraphs should not be the exact same sentence that they put in the opening paragraph.  The ideas should be the same, but the sentences should have different wording.  MODEL this for the students again and again.  

Example:  Write this sentence on the board:  I see planes in the sky.  Ask your students to give you sentences that express the exact same idea but uses different words.  

	I see planes in the sky.

Planes fly over my head.

Planes fill the air. 

I enjoy watching planes in the sky.

The planes zoom over my house.

When I look up, I hope I will see a big plane. 
	I learn new things in school.

Every day at school my brain works hard.

At school the teacher helps me learn more and more.

New ideas fill up my head at school. 

Every day when I come home I am a little bit smarter.

I learn amazing things in every class.


	Title
	Baseball

	
	I like to play baseball. I like to be the catcher when we play baseball. The other good thing is batting.

	Support
Sentences
	I like to be the catcher. 

1. Wear a mask

2. Give signs

3. Tag players

I like to bat.

1. Swing hard 

2. Run bases

	
	Baseball is fun.


Baseball

I like to play baseball.  I like to be the catcher when we play baseball. The other good thing is batting.


I like to be the catcher. I get to wear a face mask.  I make signs to the pitcher.  Sometimes I tag players at the plate.

I like to bat. I swing the bat as hard as I can.  Then I take offand run the bases. 


Baseball is fun.
	Title
	Cars

	
	Cars help us to go places. We need the car when we go to the stores.  Grandma sometimes uses the car to take me to school.

	Support
Sentences
	We drive cars to the stores.

1. Grocery store

2. Video store

We also drive cars to school.

1. Rain

2. Oversleep



	
	Cars take us many places.


Cars


Cars help us to go places.  We need the car when we go to the stores.  Grandma sometimes uses the car to take me to school.


We drive cars to the stores.  We take our car to the grocery store.  If we want a video at night, we drive our car to the video store. 


We also drive our car to school.  When it rains, my grandma takes us to school in her car.  Sometimes I oversleep and then Grandma takes me to school in her car. 


Cars take us many places. 

	Title
	School

	
	School is a great place. I enjoy learning new things.  Even better, I get to play games with my friends at school.

	Support
Sentences
	I learn lots of new things.

1. Math

2. Science

3. Reading

I play games with my friends.

1. Dodge ball

2. Tag

	
	I enjoy coming to school.


School

School is a great place.  I enjoy learning new things.  Even better, I get to play games with my friends at school.


I learn lots of new things.In math we add and subtract numbers.  In science we do experiments. During reading we get to pick our own books.

I play games with my friends.Dodge ball is my favorite game.  Sometimes we play tag.

I enjoy coming to school.

	Title
	The Sky

	
	I see many things in the sky during the day. Clouds fill the daytime sky.  Birds fly in the sky during the day.  Even airplanes zoom by. 

	Support
Sentences
	I see clouds in the sky.

1.      Rain clouds

2. Fluffy clouds

I see birds flying in the sky.

1.      Geese

2. Blackbirds

I see airplanes flying in the sky.

1.      Jets

2. Little airplanes

	
	The sky is filled with many things during the day.



I see many things in the sky during the day. Clouds fill the daytime sky.  Birds fly in the sky during the day.  Even airplanes zoom by. 


I see clouds in the sky.Sometimes I see dark rain clouds.  Other days I see fluffy clouds that look like marshmallows. 


I see birds flying in the sky.In the fall I see geese flying south.  Sometimes I see lots and lots of blackbirds. 


I see airplanes flying in the sky.I like the jets that leave white trails.  Once I saw a little bitty plane flying low. 


The sky is filled with many things during the day.

Step Eight

1. Return to some of the essays that they have written for steps six and seven and expand them. 
2. Remember to do this as a gradual release of responsibility.  Take a student essay and put it on an overhead transparency and then add some more support.  

3. After you have modeled this a few times, put up a student essay and have students provide ideas for more support.

4. This needs to be modeled often before students can expect to do this alone. 
5. They will now add more pink SUPPORT sentences to explain the FOCUS sentence of each paragraph. You will see these in italics. 

6. Each sentence should link to the one that precedes it. 

	Title
	Baseball

	
	I like to play baseball. I like to be the catcher when we play baseball. The other good thing is batting.  

	Support
Sentences
	I like to be the catcher. 

1. Wear a mask

2. Give signs

3. Tag players

I like to bat.

1. Swing hard 

2. Run bases

	
	Baseball is fun.


Baseball


I like to play baseball.  I like to be the catcher when we play baseball. The other good thing is batting.


I like to be the catcher.I get to wear a face mask. It protects me in case the batter throws his bat. I make signs to the pitcher.  The signs let him know if he should throw an inside pitch or throw a ball. Sometimes I tag players at the plate.  They try to slide under the tag, but I tag them to make an out.

I like to bat.I swing the bat as hard as I can. I like to see the ball fly over the outfielders’ heads.  Then I take off and run the bases.  I make sure to tag every base when I round them.  


Baseball is fun.
	Title
	Cars

	
	Cars help us to go places. We need the car when we go to the stores.  Grandma sometimes uses the car to take me to school.

	Support
Sentences
	We drive cars to the stores.

1.    Grocery store

2. Video store

We also drive cars to school.

1.    Rain

2. Oversleep



	
	Cars take us many places.


Cars


Cars help us to go places.  We need the car when we go to the stores.  Grandma sometimes uses the car to take me to school.


We drive cars to the stores.We take our car to the grocery store. That way we can buy enough groceries to last for an entire week.  We couldn’t carry that much if we walked to the store. If we want a video at night, we drive our car to the store. The video store is two miles from our house.  None of us like to walk that far.  


We also drive our car to school.When it rains, my grandma takes us to school in her car. If I had to walk, my homework might get wet.  Also, I might catch a cold or the flu from being wet all day. Sometimes I oversleep and then Grandma takes me to school in her car.  She scolds me for over sleeping but then she drives me to school so I don’t miss the whole day. 


Cars take us many places. 

	Title
	School

	
	School is a great place. I enjoy learning new things.  Even better, I get to play games with my friends at school.



	Support
Sentences
	I learn lots of new things.

1.    Math

2. Science

3. Reading

I play games with my friends.

1.    Dodge ball

2. Tag

	
	I enjoy coming to school.


School

School is a great place.  I enjoy learning new things.  Even better, I get to play games with my friends at school.


I learn lots of new things.In math we add and subtract numbers. Some of us even add and subtract double digit numbers. In science we do experiments. Once we put a black cloth on a thermometer to make the temperature go up fast. During reading we get to pick our own books.  I like to read books about animals.

I play games with my friends.Dodge ball is my favorite game.  When it is my turn to throw, I try to hit the boys first.  I always want the girls to win. Sometimes we play tag. We run from each other and try to reach the safety before someone tags us.  If they tag us, we have to wait in the jail.

I enjoy coming to school.
	Title
	The Sky

	
	I see many things in the sky during the day.  Clouds fill the daytime sky.  Birds fly in the sky during the day.  Even airplanes zoom by. 

	Support
Sentences
	I see clouds in the sky.

1.   Rain clouds

2. Fluffy clouds

I see birds flying in the sky.

1.    Geese

2. Blackbirds

I see airplanes flying in the sky.

1.    Jets

2. Little airplanes

	
	The sky is filled with many things during the day.



I see many things in the sky during the day. Clouds fill the daytime sky.  Birds fly in the sky during the day.  Even airplanes zoom by. 


I see clouds in the sky. Sometimes I see dark rain clouds.  When I see those, I know I’ll hear thunder pretty soon. Other days I see fluffy clouds that look like marshmallows. Those clouds tell me it will be a good day to play outside games.  


Birds fly in the sky. In the fall I see geese flying south.  I always hear them honking before I see them. They fly in V shape. Sometimes I see lots and lots of blackbirds. They rush from tree to tree.  It looks like a huge black cloud moving along.  


Look up!  Airplanes fly in the sky.  I like the jets that leave white trails.  Those trails look like an eraser removing the blue. Once I saw a little bitty plane flying low. I think I could even see the pilot in the cockpit. 


The sky is filled with many things during the day.

Step Nine

1. Return to some of the students essays and begin teaching them how to refine one of the areas:  focus, support, or organization. 

2. To refine focus – teach the students some of the openings and closing from the Writing Effective Openings and Closing Workshops. Share some openings from trade books and help them to imitate those. Let them return to some essays and rewrite some of their openings. If you have been making charts of good openings and closings that appear in your students’ work, direct students to look at those and use some of them in their own writing.

3. To refine support – look at some of the sentences they have written and encourage them to be more specific.  Try to find more specific nouns.  Add more sentences that paint a picture of what they are trying to say.  

4. To refine organization – look at the transitions they are using.  If the transitions are stiff and boring, have the students erase them.  Also, have students highlight the first two words of every sentence.  If they are using the same words over and over, have them use some new sentence patterns.
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