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	Focus
	Uses pictures and or print to express an opinion or tell a story.
	Writes one thought about a picture.
Uses pictures and print to name a topic.
	Writes more than one thought on a topic; words match with picture.
Write a sequence of events .(N)
Use reactions that may be implied. (N)
	Writes a sequence of episodes with reactions. (N)

Writes texts on topic.
Writes with an opening and a sense of closure.
	Uses varied reactions embedded throughout writing .(N)

Writes with a clear subject.
Focuses writing on relevant information or episodes.
Writes with a clear opening and closing.
	Uses a combination of explicitly or implicitly stated reactions .(N)

Narrows the focus of writing. 

Subject is clear and maintained. Experiments with effective openings and closings.

	Support
	Uses pictures and/or print (i.e. labels) to add detail.
	Uses print to explain or describe picture or provide information.
Adds detail by using a specific word or extending the thought.
	Includes a few extensions that add detail.

Includes detail - might be repetitious or a list of episodes or ideas.
	Writes with a mix or general or specific word choice.
Adds detail by using some specific nouns, vivid verbs, or extensions. Writes with details clearly related to the topic. Begins to answer the reader’s questions.
	Uses some specific words (vivid verbs, specific nouns). 

Uses specific details such as examples and descriptions to create depth (1st order development). Answers many of the reader’s questions.
	Uses specific nouns, vivid verbs or interesting language to enhance specificity.
Develops at least one episode or idea with depth (2nd order or beyond). Adds details, examples, or descriptions. Answers most of the reader’s questions

	Organization
	Uses labels and/or simple phrases that match the picture.
	Begins to write noun-verb phrases or writes a simple sentence with a simple extension.

Uses drawing, dictation, or writing to tell events in order and provides reactions. 
	Writes short informational pieces.
Uses simple sentence structure or patterned sentence structure. Extends some shorter sentences using transitions. Begins to write thoughts in sequential order. (N) Writes narratives with some movement through time.
	Writes a narrative that clearly moves through time. 
Begins to write lengthier text in a logical order (coherence). Provides more information or more ideas. Begins to use varied sentence structure.
	Narratives move through time. 
Writes lengthier text in a logical order. Writes with some varied sentence structure effectively. Begins to use a variety of words to begin sentences. Experiments with transitions to connect some ideas - cohesion.
	Narratives move through time. 
Writes with an understanding of genres. Uses a variety of sentence structure. Uses a variety of words to begin sentences. Uses most transitions appropriately. Writes with purposeful grouping and ordering of ideas. Connects most episodes or ideas (cohesion). Uses specific nouns, vivid verbs and interesting word choice.
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	Conven-tions
	Prints many upper and lowercase letters. 

Uses frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

Forms regular plural nouns orally.
Understands and uses question words.
Uses the most frequently occurring prepositions.

Produces and expands complete sentences in shared language activities. 

Capitalizes the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I. 

Recognizes and names end punctuation. 

Writes a letter or letters for most consonant and short vowel sounds. 

Spells simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound –letter relationship. 
	Prints all upper and lowercase letters. 

Uses common, proper, and possessive nouns. 

Uses singular and plural nouns with verbs matching in number. 

Uses personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns.

Uses verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future.

Uses frequently occurring adjectives, conjunctions, and prepositions.

Uses determiners. 

Produces and expands complete simple and compound sentences in response to prompts. 

Uses interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences. 

Capitalizes dates and names of people. 

Uses end punctuation.

Uses commas in dates and words in a series. 

Uses conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words. 

Spells untaught words phonetically. 


	Uses collective nouns. 

Forms and uses frequently occurring irregular plural nouns. 

Uses reflexive pronouns. 

Forms and uses the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs. 

Uses adjectives and adverbs correctly. 

Produces, expands, and rearranges complete simple and compound sentences. 

Capitalizes holidays, product names, and geographic names. 

Uses commas in greetings and closings of letters. 

Uses an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 

Generalizes learned spelling patterns when writing. 

Consults reference materials, including dictionaries, as needed, to check and correct spelling.




After participating in shared research and writing projects, students will synthesize information and experiences to write a range of texts: narratives, expository essays, opinion pieces, lab reports, letters, poetry, and other texts as seen appropriate. 








