Prompt:  At the dawn of the new century there are still many major problems that have not been solved during previous centuries.  What problem do you believe is the most important challenge facing the world in the 21st century?  How would you solve that problem? 

About 30 years ago, when man landed on the moon, the year 2000 seemed distant.  Technology’s pace at the time promised many advancements, some of which were brought to us, including some which were then thought to be impossible.  Our society has also improved greatly over the 3 decades of social evolution.  The year 2000 came and went, and nothing bad happened.  However all is not well at the present time.  We still hold with us the problems of the last 100 years as we race into the next.  While pollution, crime, and unhappiness in general would rank high on most lists of problems, I find the problem that there are too many people.  
Over population is the unspoken doom of civilization next to the more imaginative nuclear war or super virus or asteroid impact.  Our species grows at an exponential rate, and more importantly is not balanced by any predator or disease and not confined by any habitat.  While you may find the whole idea silly at the current time; I urge you to look at the situation played out in third world countries.  
Their population is increasing with one to nine children per family while their economy has already been over-tested.  Already, people cannot find work there.  The y cannot buy land or food.  Starvation is somewhat battled by the charity of larger nations, but how long will that charity last before they may have the same problem?  In my opinion the time to consider this is now.  The quicker a problem is confronted, the better the chance you will have of solving it before it becomes critical.  
In my suggestion, I would like to refer to the current state of the Japanese nations.  Over population was spotted and stopped there by a birth control law.  Yes, this does seem a bit tyrannical for the USA at this time, but if growth continues in other places of the world at the current rate, the world will not be the world in 50 years.  The laws that I propose, like that of the Japanese government, would limit family size to two children.  People wishing a larger family would be allowed to adopt a child in need.  The population count would remain at safe levels under the new order and the resources once used for expansion would then be available for improvement of the already existing society.  We would be able to easily fight world hunger without the problem doubling every 3 years.  Society in general would have time to catch up with technology and obtain the real fantasy behind the imagined future.  So with population under control by the proposed order, we would be effectively be securing our well-being for the not-so distant future. 

Prompt:  Change is generally considered either an improvement or a change for the worse.  Most people resist changes because they feel the old ways are working, so changes are not necessary.  Write a persuasive paper presenting one change you feel is needed.  Discuss a change that relates to your school, your community, the state, or the world.  Include examples and evidence to support why the change is needed.  

School Times


Back in the day of our parents walking through several feet of snow; I wonder, did they ever stop to think to go later in the day?  Parents and teachers seem to conveniently forget how difficult it is to wake up in the early hours of the morning to go to school.  They most likely struggled out of bed, as we do; complained to their parents, as we do; and ended up falling asleep during first hour, also, as we do.  My proposal is to begin starting school later in the day to help the youngsters of this millennium emotionally, physically, and most importantly, mentally.


Every day, an average teen wakes up at around six in the morning to prepare for a hard day’s work.  Waking up to an annoying buzzing sound blaring from a tiny alarm clock can’t possibly place anyone in the best of moods.  Interrupting a sleep pattern can affect the way a person acts throughout the day.  Crabby teens could possibly be the worst to encounter at any point in your day.  Also, to add to the daily drama that a teen acts out, they also complain about feeling sore and sluggish. 


Intruding on rest is a harsh payment to give a body that just spent a 12 hour day working for you.  The least we could do for ourselves physically is to allow ourselves to regenerate our bodies for another 12 hour day.  Waking up without a proper amount of sleep causes us to slow down, making everything – math problems, gym class, walking up the stairs – harder to do and comprehend.  Lack of rest most importantly affects us mentally.  It’s hard for adolescents to pay attention in the morning.  They tend to fall off task, or even fall asleep.  How is someone supposed to excel in life educationally if they sleep through the first half of the school day?


In conclusion, if schools switch around schedules, so that student’s don’t start school until at least 9:00 a.m., I myself would not be the least surprised if students came to school in better moods, more physically active, and more mentally alert.  Also those terror stories of walking through several feet of snow wouldn’t be as dramatic once the snow would be partially melted from a new day’s sun. 
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An Empty Pudding Cannot Stand


Pudding is a delicious snack enjoyed by different people all over the world, from the U. S. to Mexico, to Italy, to Japan - a universal food.  So what happens when pudding cups across the globe are falling over left and right?  That’s right; it’s the end of civilization as we know it.  Whether chocolate, vanilla, French vanilla, tapioca or banana, the problem is the same.  Pudding eaters often fancy a cup or two in the tranquility of their own homes.  Many times people use regular silverware as they would at a meal.  The dilemma, with spoons outweighing empty pudding cups 2 or 3 to one, is that the empty cup falls to the side creating more problems than it may appear to.  It may make a mess, ruin furniture and tables, and create immense emotional distress.  To avoid these disasters, small fold-out plastic stands could be attached to each plastic pudding cup. 


Avid pudding eaters across the map would agree that the largest problem with today’s pudding cups is that the empty cup buckles under the weight of the heavy spoon.  School kids have the least problem because plastic spoons are often used in sack lunches.  The plastic spoon, lightweight as well as disposable, is a good solution but will not eliminate the problem.  At home, the problem is devastating.  Plastic spoons are not often used, and it is a place where spilled pudding can do the most damage.  It has been researched that pudding cups fall over six times every minute across the globe.  That number has risen at an alarming rate since 1997, which was 2 every minutes.  The problem is spreading to 108 new homes each day.  At the current rate, the future does not look good.  A quite simple and inexpensive solution:  small plastic stands. 


To an everyday fool, a fallen pudding cup is no more than a small amount of pudding on a kitchen table, easy to wipe up, right?  Wrong.  Fallen pudding cups have destroyed countless homes by spilled pudding.  In the past 3 years, over 7,000 homes have been destroyed by pudding stains and spills.  Given that shelters have been made for pudding accident victims (where pudding is served in bowls, mind you) this is simply not enough.  Pudding supplies are long depleted at a surprising rate as well.  If a pudding cup happens to fall over while someone is still eating, the pudding is ruined, and the snacker is forced to buy more.  Lauren Henry of Glen Ellyn, IL says, “This week alone I’ve gone through five six-packs of pudding, all because it just can’t stay standing.” 


Ruined tables and furniture may not seem like a serious problem at first, but in fact it is far more serious than one may think.  People use entire bottles of carpet cleaner, stain remover, etc. Only to be left with the same stain as before.  People throw out furniture every week and as a result, the garbage collection, specifically in the U.S. has been greatly backed up.  Pudding eaters have to buy more and more furniture, and more and more cleaning supplies.  Because of its great taste, they continue to buy pudding, and ruin furniture.  This vicious cycle has left many once-thriving U.S. cities in the gutters of poverty.  As well as creating poverty for pudding eaters, many other businesses have gone bankrupt.  The pudding companies, specifically Jello, have merged with furniture makers and clean supply manufacturers, creating economic monopolies. 


The problem has continued to grow every year.  Before long, the U.S. as well as the world will be poor, hungry, and living on the streets, emotionally scarred, and under control of pudding companies.  Governments will be removed only to be replaced with Pudding monarchs.  If small plastic stands are made to fold out on the pudding cups, pudding will be saved as well as the lives of millions of innocent pudding lovers.  
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The world is in a constant state of change. Some look at change as something to be feared, but in reality it is necessary to improve the quality of life.  Schools need to make  curriculum change to include ethnic and racial education classes in schools.  Currently, racial and ethnic ignorance is a time bomb waiting to explode.  These educational classes would help bring awareness of the different groups of people, lessen the ethnic and racial division among students, and most importantly, make schools safer.  

Educational classes would be able to make students aware of the different social groups surrounding them at school.  Much of the dislike students have springs from ignorance toward the group or groups they hate.  If, however, children had the opportunity to learn about and talk with a group they disliked, these ill feelings would be lessened.  This principal could be applied to many groups such as gays, religious groups, blacks, and Hispanics.  Once a person learns that these people are not so different from themselves it makes it more difficult to hate them.  These classes would bring about awareness which is crucial to the acceptance of others. 

Not only would these educational classes bring awareness, they would also help lessen ethnic, racial , and social division among students.  When one walks into the average American high school it looks somewhat like a patchwork quilt.  A group of African Americans by the water fountain, a handful of whites by a locker, a cluster of Hispanics sitting on the steps and so forth.  Rarely does one see these groups intermingling.  Classes on racial and ethnic acceptance would help bring all of these groups together, not as black and white, but as human being and human being.  


Finally, and perhaps most importantly, these classes would make America’s schools a safer place.  Recently, there has been an outbreak of school tragedies such as Columbine. Often these violent acts have been committed by students who feel harassed by those around them, and generally not accepted by their peers.  If educational classes were implemented, students would learn to both respect and accept those different from themselves.  This would create less tension between groups of students, which would in turn lead to less fighting and violence in America’s schools. 


Every student deserves the respect of those around him and the ability to learn in a safe environment.  Currently, however, this is not always happening and thus things must change.  One way to do this is by establishing racial and ethnic education classes.  Change is not a step off into the dark unknown; it is a step upwards toward equality and acceptance for all.  
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Alternative Energy Sources for Automobiles


Almost every country in the world uses gas-powered vehicles as their main form of transportation. Cars, trucks, or vans are owned by almost every U. S. citizen.  These vehicles are the main source of air pollution in the world today.  I believe technology should be used to produce an environmentally safe, pollution free vehicle.  A new energy source would make less air pollution, longer lasting vehicles, quieter streets, and make land travel more efficient. 


Earlier tries have proven the production of an electric vehicle possible, but expensive.  Gas burning cars leave methane and carbon deposits on streets and in the air we breathe.  I believe that there is a way to simplify the reduction of electric or other non-polluting vehicles, making them available in car dealerships throughout the U. S.  It would take a while, but over time the use of gasoline powered vehicles would decrease.  Pollution would decrease, and the air would be cleaner. 


Gasoline vehicles suffer heat from the friction in any automobile engine.  All gas engines run by explosion, compression, power, and exhaust.  The use of an engine in everyday life eventually decreases the performance of any car.  A new energy source that depends on chemical reactions or an electric system would allow a car to run cooler and smoother, extending its life. 


Anybody who has a neighbor that owns a pickup truck knows how loud gasoline vehicles can be.  The constant cycle of compression and explosions create noise in every gasoline burning car.  Electric vehicles are silent.  Running on a direct power source such as a battery or generator greatly reduces the friction in an electric motor.  The result – a clean burning and quiet form of transportation. 


The whole idea of new sources of energy is efficient.  Americans in the future may only have to plug their car into an electric socket before they go to bed.  The next morning their car may be charged and ready to take them to work and back.  Through technology Americans may be able to use a renewable source for energy, such as water.  Imagine filling your gas tank with water, being able to drive for a week, and leave nothing behind but steam in the atmosphere.  


In conclusion, the creation of a new energy source would clean up our atmosphere, make strong and reliable automobiles, make our streets silent, and make a more efficient society.  Scientists need to experiment with new ideas. I believe that over time a method will and can be found to make a new energy source affordable, available, and possible for anyone in the world. 
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How would you like staying up all night worrying about a test or doing homework?  You probably wouldn’t enjoy it very much. This is part of the reason I feel that the grading system is a problem.  Grading systems may present stress, high competition levels, a feeling of failure, and boredom. 


First, grading systems present much stress among students.  Stress leads the student into many bad habits.  Some students stay up very late at night studying or doing homework.  Most of the time, when students don’t get a lot of sleep, they tend to do worse.  For the student this causes even more stress.  I feel that many students worry too much about their grades. 


Next, grading systems are a problem because they create very high competition among students.  Some students always yearn to be the best.  This causes them to compete with others.  Sometimes this competition turns very serious.  Many students are pressured by their parents to do well in school.  These students find themselves competing for the sole reason of meeting the expectations of their parents.  A lot of times, many school have students who are competing quite seriously for class ranks. 


Also, grading systems often give the students a feeling of failure.  If a student receives a low grade on a homework paper or on a test, they feel like they are a failure. Many times after receiving a low grade, a student feels like he cannot redeem himself or that no matter what he does, he can’t do better.  This student may not continue trying to get high grades,  Then, they will stop learning.  Isn’t the whole purpose of school to learn new things to prepare you for the future and expand your knowledge on certain subjects?  If students stop learning, there would be absolutely no purpose of schools. 


Finally, sometimes teachers get too involved in the grading system.  If their students don’t receive high grades, they feel like they haven’t taught well enough.  Many teachers are too busy trying to get students to get high grades, they forget to try to make learning an enjoyable activity for students, because students will learn more if it is enjoyable.  Often times, students are too bored to concentrate and get high grades. 


In conclusion, grading systems are a problem.  They create stress, high competition levels, a feeling of failure, and boredom.  All of these factors combined make a horrible problem.  Students and teachers need to remember that learning is the important part and grades are not. 
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The world we live in each and every day makes many mistakes.  One mistake that I have recently noticed is in the school.  The language department in high schools all around the United States needs to be improved.  This would help in the education for the student, an understanding of a new culture, and Americans would gain more respect. 


Recently, I was in Germany studying abroad.  I attended a German “Gymnasium” (high school) and lived with a family who spoke all German.   I had had two years of German in school already, so I thought I wouldn’t have any problems.  Another thing I thought was that every country outside of the USA learns English at an early age so I would be able to speak English.  This is one thing that we take advantage of in the USZAS.  My language department, as well as all of the other Americans that were with my organization, had taught us close to nothing.  In a language class in USA, we speak anywhere from 10% to 25% of the class in the foreign language and the other 75% to 90% of the class is spoken in English.  On the other hand, for example, in the German Schools the English class is spoken all in English and the students are not allowed to speak German.  This is a better way to learn the language – learning by doing.  


I believe that it is good to have a second language if you are interested in history or the future of another country.  With the right background of knowledge about the country, you understand better the reasons of why they do things differently.  By learning a language in the school, the students are allowed to speak the foreign language 4-5 times per week.  Our schools in the USA do not prepare us for the college language courses or in my case if you wanted to go to the foreign country.

Another reason why I think the language courses in the United States should be improved is for the gain of respect.  Many foreign countries believe the United States to be a wonderful country, but they also believe us to be lazy.  When Americans travel into a non-English speaking country, they expect everyone to speak English to them.  This portrays our school system and our way of life in a poor manner.  When Americans try to speak the foreign language, even if it is not completely correct, people give you more respect and have patience.  I believe when you are in their country they should not have to wear themselves out by speaking English to you, just to make things simpler for you. 

The language department needs to be improved in so many ways.  The United States needs to stop taking advantage of the fact that English is the universal language and start building up our schools and learning ability to look beyond the barricades of the United States of America.  We live in this world together; we should work together and respect one another to make the world a better place.  
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In the city of Chicago, there is one thing that keeps us below the other major cities.  One thing that keeps crawling up our back.  One thing that is like a leech and sucks the life out of the city.  This parasite is known as the Chicago Transit Authority.


The CTA is doing a very poor job of providing public transportation to the citizens who really use it:  students, office workers, and everyday commuters.  Instead, the CTA is trying to appeal to the tourists and sightseers of Chicago. 


The new transit card system is an excellent example of the CTA’s neglect toward their customers.  Cards like the 7 day pass and 30 day pass were clearly designed for tourists, as they show pictures of Chicago’s gorgeous skyline on them.  The CTA neglects, however, their everyday customers by giving us poor paper cards that are easily lost.


The buses that service the CTA are some of the worst in the country.  Some have been in use since the 1970’s.  These buses frequently break down and have terrible heating and cooling systems.  Some even have leaks, for God’s sake.  Plus, these are the buses that the CTA routes to the city limits, while the few good buses are used downtown, again, accommodating tourists.
Another thing the CTA cannot deal with is weather.  You don’t know what cold is until you’ve waited forty minutes in below zero degree weather, with the wind and snow blasting in your face, all for a lazy donut-eating bus driver.  The buses and trains are just as bad in the rain.  Maybe they figure that because the weather is bad, fewer people will be out waiting for the bus.  
The CTA needs to get its act together if they ever want happier customers.  They need to look at the real commuters.   For instance, sending more trains and buses would make it a lot less crowded.  Newer models for buses like the ones downtown should be put into service all over the city.  Older buses should either be fixed and maintained better, or be sent to the scrap yard.  Bus drivers need to learn to become more friendly with aggravated customers.  More buses and trains should be used when the weather gets bad, not less.  If the CTA were to act on all or even some of these goals, one might be able to actually enjoy a ride with the Chicago Transit Authority. 
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Change is always a good thing.  When things change, it may not always seem good at the time, but as time goes on, you’ll notice that eventually change turns out to be a good thing.  I think this country needs to make a lot of changes, but I will only discuss one. 


The major change the country needs to make is how we spend money.  By that I mean the leaders of the country need a serious reality check.  How is it that our great country has money for wars but they can’t feed the poor?  How is it that our country has money for hi-tech nuclear weapons, but can’t get the homeless off the street?  Why is it that our country sends our men and women to solve problems all across the world, but can’ solve their own problems at home? 

The answer is that they all need a reality check.  The US has money to fund wars, and they pay a lot  to keep peace in other places.  Instead of funding a war, raise a food drive for people who have none.  Instead of trying to keep peace in other places they should organize neighborhood watches, and try to keep these street gangs at peace.  Instead of spending that million dollars on a nuclear weapon that will end up killing us all anyway, they should spend that million dollars renovating an abandoned building, or an old crack house, so the homeless can have some place to live. 


There are so many things that need attention in or country but our great leaders always turn their backs to help somebody else.  I think it’s time they need to change how they operate.  For once I think they should take care of their own country first, and then if necessary help another country.  It’s not fair to the citizens of the US to be put second.  If some changes do not happen soon, then it will be too late to start.  Maybe the politicians feel it’s their duty to help others which is all good, but you have to help your own first.


In conclusion, there are a lot of changes to be made but the biggest change is how and what we spend our money on because soon there will be no money.  And we will have to look to others for help, when we could have helped ourselves all along.
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Identification


One change that really needs to be considered in my school is the wearing of IDs.  I personally think the idea of wearing ID cards around your neck is ridiculous.  The IDs should be with you, but there is no need to wear them around your neck.  They are an inconvenience.  The school’s policy is if you lose it, you have to buy another one.  Many students receive detentions for not wearing them.  I think that is too strict. 


Wearing a long chain with an ID on it is quite a hassle.  The ID’s ruin your outfit and area a pain to keep track of.  When you walk through the halls they are always bouncing against you and getting in the way. 


If you lose your ID, you have to buy another one.  I think it would be easier if we just kept them in our book bags.  If a teacher wanted to see it, we would simply take it out and show them.


Early morning and after school detentions just for not wearing your ID.  Even if you have it with you.  I think that is going too far.  Students also receive all day detentions and suspension for not wearing and or having their ID.  That is a dumb reason for having a student miss classes and school. 


The school’s policy needs to tone down.  ID’s should be carried on person, not around your neck.  Even teachers find them to be an inconvenience.  There should not be any punishments given for not having an ID around your neck.  I find that ridiculous.  I’m sure all the students would argue that no IDs make school life easier. 
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Throughout life, there are many changes that take place.  In our schools, communities, state and the world constant changes occur.  Some changes are helpful and great where as others do not have a positive outcome.  There are many changes I feel are needed, but my main point of discussion is crowded classrooms.  I believe at our school along with schools around the world, there is an overload of students.  With this overload of students, I do not believe that each and every student gets enough attention. 


The topic of crowded school has been in the news quite often lately.  If nothing is done about this soon, the problem will only get worse.  In school, a student needs the attention of the teacher in order to do well.  With the overcrowded schools, each student receives a lack of attention.  A lack of attention could result in many non-positive aspects.  A drop in grades is just one of the many disadvantages that could result. 


I myself believe that twenty or more students in a classroom with only one teacher is ridiculous.  I feel very strongly that a change needs to go into effect.  This change relates not only to me, but to other student across the world who think as I do.  A broader amount of teachers would help this change very much. 


If I could change something about the school system, it would definitely be the overcrowded classrooms.  I believe very strong about this, and hope one day my change will happen.  Maybe when my children are in school, they will receive the amount of time and attention which we do not.  Don’t get me wrong, our teachers are great, but it would only be that much better.  In the future, I would be grateful to see this change go into effect. 
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