These are the colors that I used during the activity on color-coded sentences:

	Color
	Label

	Prepositional Phrases
	Pink

	Adverbs
	Blue

	Subordinators
	Orange

	Coordinating Conjunctions
	Yellow

	Noun-Verb   and Noun-Verb-Noun
	White

	Participial Phrases
	Green


It might help you to put the following information on the backs of each sign: 

Pink – Prepositional Phrases

· We use these to make Sentence Pattern 5

· Create a pink / white sentence

· Can you bounce the pink phrase

· That means that the prepositional phrase is working as an adverb
· The Form of the phrase is preposition – the Function of the phrase is adverb
· Adverbs tell us HOW – WHEN – WHERE – WHY something happened
· Read your sentence and tell me which question your phrase answers – does it tell us how something happened, when something happened or where something happened. 

· Examples:  

· In the evening, my neighbor cut grass.  (tells when he cut grass)

· Behind the barn, the butcher sliced the bacon. (tells where he sliced bacon)

· Because of the bumpy road, the spider tripped. (tells why he tripped)
· Like a tornado, the ballerina twirled. (tells how she twirled)

White – Noun- Verb / Noun – Verb - Noun

· Can you separate the Noun-Verb sentences from the Noun-Verb- Noun Sentences?

· Are these complete sentences?  Yes

· We use these for Patterns 1 and 2 and as the building blocks for all other sentences

Blue – Adverbs

· Please create a blue / white sentence

· If your blue word ends in LY, this sentence would need a comma after the adverb
· We use adverbs to create sentence pattern 4

· Can you move the blue word somewhere else in the sentence?  If a word bounces – it is usually an adverb – it functions as an adverb
· Adverbs tell us HOW – WHEN – WHERE – WHY something happened
· Read your sentence and tell me which question it answers

· Examples

· Last night my bike chain broke. (tells when the chain broke)
· Timidly, the astronaut signaled. (tells how she signaled)

Yellow – Coordinating Conjunctions

· We use coordinating conjunctions to create sentence pattern 19

· There are 7 coordinating conjunctions:  So – And – But – Or – Nor – For – Yet

· The mnemonic device is SABONFY or BOYS FAN

· If you have a complete sentence in front of the CC and behind the CC – then your sentence needs a comma. 

· Think of this pattern as a teeter totter – the CC is the fulcrum – if you have a complete sentence balancing on both sides, the comma is the screw that holds the fulcrum together. 

· Can you take out the CC (yellow word) and have a correct sentence – yes, if you put in a semi-colon.  That is pattern 20.
Green – Participial Phrases

· These are present participles so they all begin with an ING word – the form of each phrase is participial
· This sign has an anchor on it to remind you that these phrases work as adjectives – they function as adjectives
· They must be anchored to a noun – they will describe the noun they are closest to

· If you put the green phrase near the wrong noun you might have an incorrect sentence

· This is called the dreaded DPs  -- Dangling Participle.

· Example:  

· Flying through the air, the rock star played the guitar. (rock star is flying)

· The rock star played the guitar flying through the air. (the guitar is flying)

· Breaking her glasses, Grandma called the eye doctor. (Grandma broke the glasses)

· Grandma called the eye doctor breaking her glasses. (eye doctor broke the glasses) 

Orange – subordinators

· Can you create an orange – white – white sentence? 

· This is sentence pattern 7.

· This sentence requires a comma.

· If you remove the second white part – do you still have a complete sentence?  No. 

· This is called a subordinate clause

· Sometimes we call it a dependent clause – it depends on the second part to be complete.

· Can you bounce the orange / white part to the back of the sentence?  That tells you that the form of the clause is dependent but the function of the clause is adverb.

· Think about all the names we have.  Sometimes I am called Mrs. ______.  Sometimes I am called __________.  Sometimes I am called Mom.  These dependent clauses also have several names.  I have told you two of them:  dependent clauses or subordinate clauses.  If we can bounce this clause, what do you think the other name is for this clause:  adverb clause. 

· Adverbs tell us HOW – WHEN – WHERE – WHY something happened
· Create a sentence that tells us how something happened – create one that tells us when, etc. 

· If the orange word – the subordinator is in the middle of the sentence you do not need a comma

· This is sentence pattern 8.

· Look at some of the orange white clauses and look at some of the pink prepositional phrases.  How is a clause different than a phrase?  (answer – a clause has a verb, a phrase does not)
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