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The Crocodile in the Bedroom

On My Own

How do you feel if you are surrounded by clutter?

Are there times that clutter bothers you?

Are there times that clutter is good? 

Right There

What does the crocodile put on before he ventures into the garden?

What types of flowers does Mrs. Crocodile grow in her garden? 

Think and Search

When the crocodile compares the flowers on his wallpaper to the flowers in the garden, what differences does he find? 

Author and Me
Do you think the crocodile is happy in his bedroom?

Do you think the crocodile is healthy?

Pretend to be the crocodile in the garden.  How would he act?  How would he say, “Great Heavens! The flowers and leaves in this garden are growing in a terrible tangle!  They are all scattered!  They are messy and entwined!”

Do you think the crocodile would enjoy a trip to the Amazon Rainforest? The Botanical Gardens? 

The Ducks and the Fox

On My Own

Do you have routines that you follow?

How do your routines help you?

Can you describe some times that routines might not be good?

Right There

Where were the Duck Sisters going?

Who did they meet along the way?

What word does the second Duck Sister use to describe the road they always take?

Think and Search

What differences of opinion do the two sisters have?

Make a list of the things the Fox says and does. 

Compare the two trips that the Duck Sisters make to the pond.

Author and Me

Which of the two sisters do you like better and why?

What might be a better lesson for this story?

Why are some people so easily fooled by others?

Do either of the sisters change from the beginning of the story to the end?

Why do you think the second Duck sister is so reluctant to change?

What Fox behaviors might have warned the Sisters to be suspicious of him even before he attacked them?

King Lion and the Beetle
On My Own

Do you agree or disagree: The clothes that we wear can do a great deal to impress other people.

How might you know someone is a king just by looking at them? 

How might you dress if you were going to the beach? To a wedding? To school? To visit a favorite relative? 

How do we show someone that we respect them?

Right There

Why did King Lion decide to take a walk?

What did everyone do when they saw the king walking along the roads of his kingdom?

What did the King command the Beetle to do? 

Think and Search

Please use the picture and the text to describe King Lion’s clothing.

What words did the Beetle use to answer the King after each command?

Author and Me

What do you think happened after King Lion fell into the mud and the beetle scurried away?

Do you think the beetle planned to make King Lion fall into the mud?
How do you think King Lion dressed the next time he went for a walk?

The Lobster and the Crab

On My Own

Have you ever done something that at first scared you, but now you enjoy?

Have you ever seen the ocean or any large body of water during a storm? Can you describe what you saw?

Right There

Where was the Crab strolling when he met up with Lobster?

What was the weather like on the day this fable takes place?

Who are the two main characters in this fable?

Think and Search

Reread the fable with a friend, but read aloud only the dialogue between Crab and Lobster.

How many exclamation points does the author use to write this fable?

ERT (Everybody Read To): Start at the beginning of the fable and ERT to the part where Lobster and Crab begin their voyage.  What are the two things that Crab says to Lobster?  
Author and Me

Read the dialogue again and use your voices, body posture, and facial expressions to demonstrate how each of the characters felt during the boat ride.
Do you think Lobster and Crab are good friends?

Do you think Crab might go on another adventure with Lobster?

Why does the author use so many exclamation points in this fable?  Are the exclamation points always used to express the same feelings?

Think about an adventure you had.  If you were going to write the story, what are some sentences you might write that could be punctuated with an exclamation point?  

The Hen and the Apple Tree
On My Own

We have met several wolves in fairy tales.  How does each author usually present the wolf?  What types of things do we see wolves doing in fairy tales? 

What types of things do wolves  say in fairy tales?

What might be some good words to describe a wolf’s character in fairy tales?

Right There

What did Hen see suddenly growing outside her window?

What time of year does this fable take place? 

What was odd about the bottom of the apple tree in the Hen’s yard?

Think and Search
What is the very first thing the Hen says when she sees the apple tree growing outside her window? 

List all of the things the Hen found odd about the apple tree.  
Author and Me

Read aloud some of the things the Wolf said to the Hen.  How might he have changed his voice to try and trick the Hen?  

At what point in the story do you think the Hen realized that the apple tree was the wolf in disguise? 

Do you think Wolf was a character to be admired – why or why not?

The Frogs at the Rainbow’s End

On My Own

What does it mean to be disappointed? 

Why do you think people are so fascinated by rainbows?

Do you know any legends or stories about rainbows? 

What is a rumor?

Right There

Where were the frogs going in such a hurry?

What did the frogs think they would find at the end of the rainbow?

Think and Search

What did each frog say they would find at the end of the rainbow?

Looking at the picture can you describe the frogs right before they entered the cave?

Author and Me
Why did the frogs follow the first frog without question?

Do you know any other legends or rumors similar to the one about the pot of gold?

Why are so many fables and fairy tales written about finding a treasure?

The Bear and the Crow

On My Own

Has anyone ever played a trick on you? 

Why do you think the trickster was able to fool you?

Right There

Why did Bear think the townspeople would be impressed with him?

Who tells the Bear that his clothes are “not at the height of fashion.”?

Think and Search

Compare how the bear was dressed before he met Crow to how he was dressed after he talked with Crow. 

Bear made two trips back to his house – what were his reasons for returning home?

Author and Me

Why do you think it was so easy for Crow to trick the Bear?
Why did the Crow want to trick the Bear? 

What lesson has the Bear learned by being fooled?

What is another way to explain the lesson or the moral of the fable?

The Cat and His Visions

On My Own

What does it mean if someone says that you have “visions of sugarplums” dancing in your head?

Have you ever dreamed of owning something special?  Were your dreams different than the reality or nearly the same?
Right There
What was the cat hoping to catch?

What seasonings did the cat plan to add to his supper?  

Think and Search

How did the cat’s visions change throughout the day?

Author and Me

Demonstrate how the cat’s face looked as he walked to the riverbank. 

Demonstrate how the cat’s face looked many hours later.

Demonstrate how the cat’s face looked when he was about to leave – right before he feels a sudden tug on his line.

Demonstrate how the cat’s face looked after supper. 

Why do you think the cat was so persistent?  Why didn’t he give up after the first hour?
The Camel Dances
On My Own
What are some hobbies that you truly enjoy?

What are some of your favorite pastimes?

How did you decide to start that hobby or pastime?

What does this proverb mean:  practice makes perfect. 
Right There

How long did Camel practice to become a dancer?

Where did she practice?

Think and Search
What are all the ways that members of the audience let the camel know that they did not think she was a very good dancer?  What did they do and what did they say that indicated they did not like her dancing?
Author and Me

Was Camel foolish to continue dancing?

Which of the following proverbs might also make a good moral for this fable and why: 

· A leopard cannot change its spots.

· All good things come to he who waits.

· If life gives you lemons, make lemon-ade.

· Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.

· A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. 
· If a job is worth doing, it is worth doing well. 

Madame Rhinoceros and Her Dress
On My Own

How does it make you feel when someone gives you a compliment?
How do you show someone that you admire them?

What does it mean to be envious? 

Right There

What is the first thing Madame Rhinoceros said when she tried on the dress and looked at herself in the mirror?

Think and Search
List all the things the salesperson said to try and change Madame Rhinoceros’s mind about the dress.

Describe Madame Rhinoceros and her dress.  (Look at the illustration)

Author and Me

Was the salesperson wrong to flatter Madame Rhino?

What is the difference between flattery and a compliment?
Compare and contrast Madame Rhinoceros and the Camel in the fable The Camel Dances. 

Compare and contract Madame Rhinoceros and the Bear in the fable The Bear and the Crow. 

The Pelican and the Crane
On My Own

Let’s make a list of good dining habits and bad dining habits.
Do you think good dining habits are important?

Right There

Who are the two main characters in this fable?

What is the setting for this fable?
How much time does this fable cover?

Think and Search

Please list all of the rude behaviors demonstrated by Pelican.
Make a list of all the things Pelican says to Crane.

Author and Me

Do you think the Pelican will ever figure out why no one invites him to their home?
Do you think Crane will invite Pelican again?

The Hippopotamus at Dinner
On My Own

What do you like to eat when you are very very hungry?

Have any of you ever had so much candy at Halloween or at Easter that for a while you didn’t want to eat candy for a while? 

Describe a hippopotamus.
Have you ever spent an entire day playing video games?  How did you feel at the end of the day? 
Right There

What types of containers did the Hippopotamus demand that the waiters use to bring his food?

Think and Search

Reread the fable and read only the dialogue spoken by Hippopatomus.  

Author and Me

What did the author do to the word appetite when the Hippo is speaking? Why do you think he put that word all in capital letters?  What are some other ways that authors stress certain words or phrases when they are writing? 

Do you think the Hippopotamus has good manners?

Do you think Hippopotamus learned a lesson in this fable? 

The Mouse at the Seashore

On My Own

Can you tell about a time that you worked hard to accomplish something?

Right There

Why do the parents say to mouse to show that they do not want him to go to the seashore?

Think and Search

Make a list of the dangers Mouse encountered on his journey and then make a list of the rewards he reaped at the end of his journey.

Author and Me
Do you think Mouse will ever go on another trip?

