The following sample of an extended response is based on the book She’s Wearing a Dead Bird on Her Head! by Kathryn Lasky.  New York: Hyperion Books for Children. 1995.  ISBN 0-7868-0065-8

We have met a lady named Harriet Hemmenway who has some admirable character traits: perseverance & the ability to persuade others to action. Turn to a partner and discuss these traits.  What have we seen so far that proves that Harriet has the admirable traits of perseverance & an ability to persuade others to action.
	Prompt:  Prove that Harriet could persuade others.

	Text Support
	Your Ideas
	Help Me to See

	Harriet had good manners.
	People listen when others have good manners.
	She didn’t do disgusting things that would make people quit listening.

	She convinced women that the new fashion looked silly.
	It is tough to make women give up something in style.
	For example, some girls look very bad in shirts with bare stomachs but they wear them because it is fashion.

	Even the Queen of England quit wearing feathers.
	A queen doesn’t have to listen to anyone.
	If she could convince a queen to give up the feathers, she could convince anyone.


Student Sample of Response: 

Yes, Harriet was persuasive. The author says that Harriet was very proper.  I think that is important because she had to talk with other proper women.  I think the author is implying that the good manners helped her to persuade them. I visualize someone with bad manners talking with food in her mouth and everyone just walking away.  They didn’t mind listening to Harriet because she was proper.

Feathers on the hats were in style but she convinced women that the fashion was silly.  That means that Harriet was a very good talker and someone that could make people listen to her.  Most women that I know don’t like to give up a fashion no matter how silly it might make them look.  They want to be in style. I see girls wearing skimpy shirts and spiky heels even though it doesn’t look good on them.  But they do it because it is what everyone is wearing. It would take someone very persuasive to make women listen and then give up the in style thing. 

She even convinced the Queen of England to quit wearing feathers.  The Queen could do anything she wants because she’s the queen. She listened to a lady from Boston though.  That proves that Harriet was able to persuade people to take action. Even a queen listens to her.  

This example is based on Dandelions by Eve Bunting.

We have met a family moving from Illinois to the Nebraska Territory.  The members of this family have admirable character traits: perseverance & determination.  Turn to a partner and discuss these traits.  What have we seen so far that proves that the members of this family have the admirable traits of perseverance & determination. 
	Prompt:  Prove they have perseverance.

	Text Support
	Your Ideas
	Help Me to See

	Day after day they trundled along
	Day after day shows it was boring and took a long time
	They didn’t complain. They had perseverance and made it to their new home.

	Trundle through tall grass
	Could be snakes, bugs, stickers in there
	Can’t always see the dangerous stuff cause the grass is tall – they kept traveling.

	Crosses rivers - frightened
	water moves so fast in a river and it can carry you away
	they did this more than once because the book says rivers – plural.  I think I would have quit after the first time but they persevered.  They made it to their new place.


The author says day after day they trundled along.  In other words, the author said day after day to imply that the days were kind of boring and the same day after day after day after day.  But they don’t complain.  They have perseverance.  

The author shows the family having some pretty big problems.  Like they have to trundle through tall grass. There might be snakes, stickers, bugs and all kinds of stuff in there. They can’t always see danger because the grass is so tall but they keep walking.  
They also have to get across some rivers and some of them are deep. They could drown. The author uses the word frightened.  But they have perseverance.  I know they do because they finally get to their new house.  It says they cleared the land.  

